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CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE
AMORC COLLEGE LIBRARY

Only Members in good standing in the A, M. O. R. (. are eligible
to Membership 4in the AMORC College Library. Before a Library
Membership Card can be issued, the applicant must show the Lodge
Librarian his regular Membership card, with dues paid within the
time limits of the Lodge.

Each Ledge will be served by &2 Lodge Librarian, appointed for the
purpose of supplying the AMORC MONQGRAPHS to Library Mem-
trere each month. Members of Lodges cannot secure these Mono-
graphs in any other wav.

Tn securing a Monograph from the Lodge Likrarian, each Library
Member must present a Library Membership Card with couporis
attached. The Librarian will demand otic coupon each month in
exchange for a Monograph. The Coupons bear the Member's number.
as well as the Serial Number, on the copy of the Monograph. The
Coupons are, therefore, receipts from the Library Members for Mono-
graphs received from this Library. All such coupons (receipts) are
forwarded hy the Lodge Librarians monthly to the Chief Librarian

at the Supreme Grand Lodge and filed in each Member's record
ehvelope.

The AMORC Monographs, oi which this is a copy, are loaned,
not sold, to Library Members, for an indefinite term, as stated on the
back of the Membership Cards. Each Member is bound to return,
npon demand from the Chief Librarian, every copy of these Maono-
graphs, when hizs or her interest or association with the Order is
terminated. These conditions of Membership are agreed to by the
acceptance of the Membership Card and the giving of coupons
{receipts) monthly.

- Every copy of the AMORC MONOGRAFHS is the property of
the AMORC College Library of the A. M. O. R. C.

MEM_BERS MUST NOT LOAN THIS MONOGRAPH TO
ANYONE, NOR CAN IT BE BOLD OR OTHERWISE DIS-
POSED OF EXCEPT AS STATED ABOVE.
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THE IMPERATOR’S PERSONAL.
MESSAGE

[ 53

The Annua! Address tﬁ All Members, in Which the

lmperator Explains the Paramount Problems
of Our Order.

It is some time gince [ addressed & long or detailed message to
my Brothers and Sisters on the subject of our principles and the »ork
we have in hand, and it seems propitious now to come before my kin
with a message of love and cncouragement apd point out to them
whal'-:i we have to be thankful for as the R4C year of 3271 draws to
a clase.

How notura) and appmprlutc it scems to call all of ynu my hkin!
While the fraternal relationship that exists between us 15 that of
true Broihers and Sisters united by the tics and bonds of essential
Brotherhood, there has grown in my lheart and consciousness in the
past year the feeling, the realization, that ye are my children, all of
and in one family. The sense of fﬂthﬁrhﬂﬂﬂ, of parent-guardian, over
one large family of children has made itself so manifest, and in the
various tests, trials and tribulations so revealed its potential right,
that at times the respopsibility seems epormpnous and increasingly in-
gpiring to greater work.

To-day, the minds of the multitudes are charged with wondrous
thoughts for the reconstruction and immediate evolution of humn
rights, privileges end freedom. The days of feudalism and slavery
gave way to freedom ol hud}r and life; and for centuries autocracy
with tyranny has held man's mind and thoyght in bondage; now is
demanded, cverywhere, the freedom of mind and son]l se thot man
- phy ﬁicaily, mcnthlly, and spiritually may be a free agent to that degree
of undersianding and competent reasoning which each has gradually
attained through knowledge and experience, -

AUTOCRATIC SUBSTITUTION

But, while our last few yeors of world confusion and strife have
tought ug that tyrannical autocracy is not only adverse to man's evolu-
tion and progress,~—aside from the limitations of happiness and peace,—
we have learned alao that relief from such pressure and evil can come’

enly through the kind and humenitarian auatoeracy of loving mastcl'
minds.

The ending of the world war revealed to us that nnljr by the
substitution of humune avtacracy for the inhuman, the ynselfish for the
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erIfish; Llie nolle for the lgunble. ¢onld. man's ways  and means for
thé aceomplishment. of prace 'and prospefity, happmess and progress
be effectively epplied and madé -potent.

Withitr the aura, the immecdiate environment, of every sane ahd -
'- l:ﬂnsi:ruttivia man, woinan and child, there are ways and mcars,  abil-
ities ond capabilities, assets and powers, possibilitics' and agencics for
the evolution of sclf and athers, individually and collectively, te that
degree of perfect living to which we, as itosaecrncians and many
other assncmte bilies are striving. Bat, tyrannical auntocracy makes
thesc ways and means, these many powers and possibilities, imputEnt,
—ugelegs and limited,~wherens, the kindly and loving autecracy of a
ihsclflish rmind directing the efforts of al! toward the one glorions nhg
conimon to all; makes latent powers mighty and brings strength to
the umt;v,r af human progressivé endeavors.

Pulltlcal and material demoacracy dees not warrant or justify &
similar scheme in the matter of mental and spiritual evolution. The
father of an family, cannot scll! or hold In bondege and glovery  his
child despite the moral and legal rights he may have in the possession
- of his child: but while the child has its tights, its freedom of body
and its choeice of individual expression, the tery laws, the same reason-
ing, which denica to the [athcr the right to absolute and unlimited
possession of 2 child, grants himm the reasonable autecratic direction
-of his mental, moral and spiritual advancement and evolution.

‘his, for the child,—the mind In the making, the soul in its un-
toldment. - And, when we enter the schogl of life’s lessons, of the

mind's rc-'twalcemng, we enter as children, regardicss of gur age and
pur polifical status.

If, as children of immmature age, wé are in need of autoeratle
direction in the development of objective faculties and materlal abil-
ities, how much more¢ are we in need of autoeratic direction later in

life, in the development of the subjective faculties and the immaterind,
spiritual powers within and without us?

Are the pitfnlls of ingorance, and evil which surround us as
children any greater or more disastrous to our future thah the pitfalls

of superstitton and false teachings which are set in our pathway
throvgh life efter childhood? :

All this leads us to realize why our Order has, apd will maintain,
an autocratic form of povernment,—an autoecracy of love ﬂ.nd kind-
ness, with firmness and justice, cunmﬂﬂratmn and mercy.

At the last National Convention hel in New Yerk at our Su-
preme Grand L-ud;re Temple, twa of our Grand Masters came to me
after the last session and said: “Brother Lewm, we did pot know, did
not even conceive, that you could be so austere in your sutocracy as
yan heve been throughout this Convention. - Despite the fact that -you
are the Imperitor of our-Order, we have always lagked upon you,
and outside of the l.odpge nddréssed-vou, ag onyr '‘Brother': but now
we realize that yon are pmperlv the zutocratic ruler of our Order.
It is this power and direction in your hands that has saved the Order
from its enemies; and your ikindness and justice as Imperator have
won for you lhe Love of your members.  Séldom has this been true
of a ruler and those he ruled.”

I cite thiis statement not because of Its compliment, but because it

strikes a key-note thiat shoidld be the tnpm of a tonsiderable message
ta-our members.
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THE POWERS IN DARKNESS

The 1918 Convention is passed and my thirty-fifth year has come
to a closc. . Both the Order and inysclf Lave sofely pasicd the most
trying perid of existenee fraught with severe tests wnd EXpCrjences,
tesigned to overthraw the ene and bring oblivion and losg of powce
to the ether. But, with thenks and appreciatian for the love and
loyalty as well as fair-mindedness and diserlinination of most of our
members, and with honor to the autocratic power placed in my hands
Ly my Broibers and Sisters, the OQxder is stronger in number of mem-
bers und number of Lodges, and greater in power through the love
and sacrifices of all who have suffered with me, than it wag last YEar.
This is the ansgwer to the machinations, the schemes, the ambitions,
the falsehoods and the dishonorable attacks of our cnemies,

Several great lessons have been. taught te us by the fire inthe erneible
as it burned during the past seven montlis. It is well that. we toke
“these lesanna serfously enough ta find value in reviewing them. TFirst,
it may have seemed trite and mcre ahstraction to say that poodness
will always find strength in the resistence of evil, We speaic of Light
and darkncss, teath and falschood, unsclfishaess and sclfishness as
opposing powers; in an abstroct way we say that these are pesitive
andg negalive qualities or elements, and that to the positive alone should
we attrilhitec any active pawer. We are praenc to believe that every
attempt to “spread the Light” mercly arouses the [assive ardipathy
or disapproval of darkness; we think of darkness as deliphting in its
tranguil achromatism and infecund cxistence—sine prole. DBul Aow
we must realice and ever keep in mind that darkness shelters nn in-
hablted world; shrouding, as it were, a trenchant, poignant, caustic,
mordunt, cscharotic and erratic altroupoment of tribes and individuals,
much like the black hole of Coleultn, whose minds are sophistical,
Jesuiticul, besotied, intolerant, funatical, bigoted, illogical, prejudicial
apd immoral, bountd in their processes of thinking to the limited and
limiting sehools of eonvention and mun-made erccds and dogumas, and
asgociated in mental and phlysical power with every destructive apency,
existing in the chantic realm of hopelessness.

Sccondly, we must also realiee that the remimler that Your Order’s
encmies are lmaginary™ is absolutcly false; they not only exist, but
are aclive, and continuously mctive to some degree. ’

Strange,—or significant,—as it iuay secin, those few members of
our Order and cne or iwo outside of it, who have .been the most bois.
terpus and insistent in their deelaration that “no one is irying to injure
-the Order”, or “the agents of cvil arc not trying to injure us”, were
the owes who quickly, easily and with cvident forethought und' weli
Jaid plans took up the arms of the forces of. evil and were forcinost
in the ranks of the army,—=small as it wes,—that was arraycd against
us in the first and probably lust great attack tnade upon us.

It reminds us of the falsec pacifists whe, in spreading the insidious
German propaganda in this country before aur entry into the con-
flict, went about preaching and tcaching that thwughts of defense were
absurd and peace alone should be kept in mind.  These false teachers
and acclaimervs of a passive attitude proved to be the foremost ngenty
of attack awd disvuption when the woment for open war was ab hand,

Thirdly, we must no longer weaken our rigid and officicnt ncthods
of closely serutinizing those whe are adiitted . into the Order, and
cepeeially those who enter the Fourth Degree and receive the key
to power and knowledze. Not all who reecive the key in Lthe Mourth
Decgree discover or reach the door of the chamber which the kiey une
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locks; tut the possession of the liey Lempts somie to unlock otliér dours
¢f chombers of wickedness, antk thereln lies the danger. This is wone
desfully iHustrated in onr recent trials ond tribulations by the fact
thit of the four active cnemies who had received the key in the Fourth
- “Pegree, not one of them cver discovered the Chamber of Light; +nd
- from their actions and statements they are not only ignorant of such
Chamber, but doubt that it exists! So mote it he! '

PREPARLEDNESS

. Of conrse, wo, the exceutives of the OQrder at the Supreme Grand
- Lodge, Wwerc not unprepared for the tests and triels that came upon
ng, . Iaeh time we passed fhrowgh our Third Degrec Ritual, and
re-tcad the story of how the “ninth hour” eame upon the Temple of
-old wilh all its nttending disasters, we were reminded of our duty
of preparedness. So often during the tumultuous times of our most
iryihg experiences in June, July ond August, just past, some of outr
‘more ipnqulring than discerping minds, too filled with academic or
- éalleginte training and lacking In  that good aense and judgment
often called intuition, asked this ruestion: “1f the Imperator ancl
Lis associates mre such Masters ag they proelaim, why did they not
kiow thei these troubles were coming?” The question was asked.
in & manner which indicates that pre-knowledge of an cvent assures
provention of it.  If this were only true! ' Then, there woild be no
Frcnt elash in the ncar future betsween scveral religious denomina-
ions; Hliere woald he no peliticel confliet In 2 few years between
this country of ours and another mighty nationy there would be ne
sudden uprising within our land of the restless, prejudiced, insane, fan-
‘alieal revolulionists against eur government and its executives; there
wduld be nmo further aitacks upon our Order and particularly upon
ils !mperdtor within the next six menths. Al these things 'we
know are to be: their clongated shadows cost in the future reach
- avellfinte the liglhil of the present; but our knowledge of their Coin-
ttg, while preparing us to ineet and defeat the enslanght with neantral-
izing effcet, doet not prevent the. inevitable.

THE SUPREME COUNCIL

~_And right here is containetl the essence of another important
point, upon which &0 many of our members are desiroua of pertinent:
and impertinent information. Since the new decrees recently jsgued
by the Supreme Council restrict the use of names or references of
pevsenality in oitr work and literature of the future, it is well to
speak on this point siow while some matters of personality may be
indulged ih for probably the.last time. . '

This iy the point: who are those who are so intimately associated
with the Imperator as to form his Sopreme Council and enjey his
confidesice and secret trusts? Who are those who kmow the prob-
abilities of the future, whose foith and trust in the Imperatof and
the Order are beyond treasonsble change; whose belief in the honor
dAnd integrity, goodness and ultimate vindlcation of thé Qrder and
its Imperator is undying? : .

~ To answer these questions by saying thet these members consti-
 tute the Supreme Council is to give but a partial answer, The truth
- js that these tested and testing, tried and trying, trusted and trast-
ing, believed and believing, known and knowing, learned and learn-
ing, directed and directing members constitute the MINISTRAROD,
dr the Executive Committee within the Supreme Council, known more



- gencrally ps the Weliare Committee of the Supreme Lodge and official-
1y designed by the Imperntor as his personal Cabinet of Officary. That
the personnlity of ithis Cabinet msay be known and established for a
definite purpose, I will mention them as follows:

Conrad ). L. e SUpTeme Grand Master,

Mrs. Beatrice W, §. e Supreme Grand Matre,

Mrs. Maud C. . Supreme Grand Herald,

Dr. Frank B. S. — Supreme Finaneial Secretary,
Willard M. ...... — Supreme (Grand Seeretary,
Mrs. F, BB 5. s ren-Slipreme Grand Magus,

Mrs. Theodore M, ... - ~Supreme Grand Tiigh Priestess,
Mrs. Elsa L, e e ~Supreme Grand Organist,

Mrs. M. L. C. . ~uriind Master of Massachussets.
and two lay members of the highest degree. -

All but the two lay members spend most of their spare houra
~ at the Temple in New York, and two of them are there all day lonp
- and every evening until, ten-thirty or eleven; and three of them age
at the Temple every Sunday in additian,

It must be remembered that acarly all the work being conducted
at the Supreme Lodge is done through voluntary scrvice, and these
Brothers und Sisters give their time as well as their moncy freely
for the bencfit of othors, often leaving their own homes and Intercsts
in ‘the hands of others that the Lodge work may be in trusted hands.

WORK AT THE SUPREME LODGE

. Many may not know of the activities eondueted at the Suprcme
Temple. There are Lodges of clifferent degrecs held here every night,
except Satorday and Sunday nights. On Tuesdays there are twao
degrees meeting and on Fridays three different degrecs, one being
in our ltalian Lodge. Five masiers arc taking care of these different:
degrees. On Sundey nights there is a Freneh class and at the other
timeg there are privete classes for special branches of study pre-
paratory to the opening of the Rosaecrucian College.

In sdditlon to {hese activities, there is the purely executive work.
This is divided into many sections, and it i3 this divided work that
is in the hands of the volunteer service of the members of the Imper-
ator’s Cabinet mentioned above. For instance: there is the “Diispensa-
tion Group”™ work that very few of our regular Lodge members have
ever heard of. This is in the hands exclusively of the Supreime Grand Her-
ald. This work sifts out the constant inquiries for Light from all sections
of the country, and hrings tliree, four or five inguirers from any one
locality together to form a Dispensation Group for pursaing a course
of reading and study under our direction each Thursday night with-
out fees to us, with the intention of finally erganizing a Lodge. Many
of our new Lodges have started in this way, and the care of these
groups and the correspondence between the individnals and our Ladge
is large and exacting.

Then there (s the wurk of the National Lodge. This Lodge which
has its lheadquarters in our Temple, has members in twenty-cight
states. These individual members, Jiving in lonely and isclated places
where a regular Lodge is not possible for some Lime to come, are
furnished weekly lectures with appropriate experimenis to be pursued
at home, every Thursday night. The lectures and work are not the
same as in owr regular Lodges, but vastly superior to any reading
matter or studics to be found in any books; znd the suceess that
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: these National members have had in healing, telepathy, projecting
" their minds to distant places, controlling nature’s forces, etc, speaks
elogquently for the lecturcs we have been scoding them. Al our last
Convenlion, one of the National Lodge piembers from Indiana was
present a8 a delegate for the Nationnl Lodge, and on bebalf of his
L.odge he pleaded that the work being done for thesc individual and
isolated members be continued *way Leyond what was originally plan-
ned for them because of the great success of Such method of spread-
ing the Great Light in the darkcest corners of ihis land. At that time
he said: “Nothing that has cver been written or engraved, cut or
marlked, printed or ctched on wood, paper stone or mctal, regard-
ing occult truths and laws equul the astounding facts and simple rules
given in our National lodge lectures. 1 spcak now of our mem-
bers who have bren in the National Lodge nine months and have
received thirty-six weekly leetures in that time at a cost less than
that of thrce or four feolish, misleading, uninstractive books with
occult titles." '

All this National T.odge work, which leads seekers eventually
inte our regular Lodges or keeps them from remaining in total dark-
ness, is in the hands of the Supreme Grand Seccrctary, Supteme
Grand Ilerald, and ibeir stenographer who is alse a member of
our O(rder. - |

The foregoing work is practically a humanitarian work con-
diucted by our Order as part of its philantropie scheme of spreading
as moch Light os possible so that inguiring minds end seekers may
not remain without the knowledze we have, despite the fact that
they cannot attend any eof our Lodges.

Then there iz the vegnlar routine correspondenee and offieial
communications, in charge of the Supreme Grand Secretary and his
stenographer, while the Imperator's personn! correspendence and of-
ficizl communications pass through the hands of one who acts as his
private secretary.

The continued preparation and issuance of lectures each week to
the various Lodges iz another formidable taslk,—one which is ever
recuiring a better or different system in order to mect the changing
anidt increasing conditions. 'This work is in the hands of two of the
Imperator’s personal cabinet, and is assisted by the typewriting and
copying services of several masters In different Lodges who have
come to realize what a stupendous task is Included in this one feature
of the work. : ' ' ' '

Then, there is the Research Work in charge of Sister 5., the
Supreme Girand Matre, another mewmber of the Imperator’'s Cabinct.
Few reslize what this means,—how important and tedinus it Js.

fn nearly all the lectures of all degrees of cur work certain
scientific lawa of natnre are given. L'here were, in 1915, when the
lectures were first prepared for our American use, many rcferences
‘o what was taught, helieved or disbelieved in other philosephies,
schools of science or {ields of experimental research. Since then,
there have been hundreds of so-called “new” discoveries, especially
in the fields of chemistry, physics and medicine. ‘These discoveries.
- (most of which are not new to Robaecrucians), are in the naoture of
verification of our basic principles and we must keep abreast of these
new. findings for two Tteasons: first, that we may not unintertionully
falsify in our lectures by saying of any of our principles that “science
has not yet learned this law",—secondly, that wc may refer our
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members to' the statements made by men of repute outside of our
Drder. - '

‘The importance of such research work is ably illustrated in the
recent investigation conducted by seience into the nature of elec-
trons and atoms. When the first lectures of the First Degreé were
given in May of 1915, our lectures contained this statement: “Science
outside of our Order is just beginring to study electrons and  while
the most eminent auvthorities apree that an electron and not the atom
is the ultimate subdivislon of matter, these men state that there ig
only one kind of electrons,~—the positive one,—and deny that there is
any other; and some scientists have recently written that stoems have
clectrons adhering to their outer surface instead of atoms being
composed of electrons™. Since then, scienve has continnously changed
its beliefs in regard to electrons, and within the pusl year the fact
has been -admitted, with great reluctunce and cxeuse, that there are
positive and ncgative electrons, and that possibly they do net hang
on ithe outside of aloms but may constitute the inner structure or
nature of atoms. Such changes as this necessitate chanpges in our
lectures, for we must alwavs give due credit to General Sciemee when
he makes a “new” and “startling®” discovery, :

OUR LECTURES MOST VALUABRLE

At the present titae haotn chemistry and physics are tnrning tepsy
~turvey W a mnch delayed and hasty retreat to the first prineiples of
the early alchemists, and it is important, while also amusing, lo see
with what prefound dignity and reverence for the alehemists, whom
the modern seientisis have so long derided, the higoted minds now
quole many af the laws feund in ocur own degree teachings and
Icetures.

A8 an instanee of how scienee is redecming itself, and of what
great importance cur rescarch work is, I will guote from just one
hoaok secured by our research department foar the parpoese of adding
more light te our lectures, The book is one so recently published
that it was in our hends before it could be found in any store or
library. It is by one of England’s foremost scientists whose academic
degrees and acadetny associations warrant our trust in his claims
to speak authoritatively for miodern chemistry and physies. In fact,
the professor is telling in this book what has been discovered in the
past year in both of these fields. On the very first page he says: “The
time is gone when it was regarded as perfectly legitimate to point
to Alchemy (using a capital A for the word, if you please}, as an
-ipstance of the aberrations of the human mind. Recent experimental
research has brought about profound modifications in the scientifie
conecpt of the physical universe itself; and a certain resemblance can
be traced between these later views and the theories of bygone Al
chemy”. On the last page of the book, after 140 pages of interesting
revelations aof what science has just found, he says: “We have shown
that medern science indicates the essential truth of alchemistic doe-
trine, and our task is ended™,

All this, mind you, from a man who is neither an insane mystic
nor a Hosaecrueian! Well may his last words be these: “and it i
worth noticing lwow many of the alchemists’ ebscure descriptions of
their Magistery wcll apply to that marvelous something which we
call Encrgy |spirit], the true ‘First Maiter' of the Universe. And
of the ather problemn, the Elixir Vital [Nous], who knows?”

The Sister in charge of aur research work is in constant teuch
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wilh cvery new bool or pamphlet published bearing upon any phase
of our work, and in addition reads and studies, or has others read
and study, every magazine or newspaper article that may report new
findings of seicmee. Such boolks or piblieations as are found helpful
nre purchosed by her and later donnted to our Supreme Grand Lodge
Library, thus edding a great guantity of new reading matiter to
our Library cach month.

This onc phase of the work at hendguarters, which means the
continued rcading and study of so many new hooks, magazines, and
nuwspapers by raany of the highest degree members with consequent
writing and classification of facts and stalements found, is a work
“worlhy of any large college or university; yet it Is purcly incidental
ter the great work constanlly going on at headquarters for the sake
of the greater illumination we are spreading wherever we have the
unhampered anid appreciated opportunity.

WHENCE CAME THE ENTHUSIASM?

The guestion was nsked, just before our last Convention,’ when
we were it the midst of the combined attacks of our few enemies:
“YWhy is it that the Supreme Council, and especizlly the one section
of it (composing the Imperator’s Cabinet), is so enthusiastic and so
sacrificing in its defense of the Order and the Imperator”?  The:
question was asked by one of our Order who was so blinded for the
time by the “gas -and flume® of the cnemies’ fire that he could not
discern the truth. He saw in the loyalty of these Supreme Councilors
a fidelity based on jgnorance of the facts or an attachment to the
Order becnuse of some ulterior motives. He even ventured the
opinion that he ncver saw such steadfastness apnd obedience on the
part of Councilors befere. When one is in the wrong and turning
one's back fo the Light because such a path lcads along the lines
of least resistence, one is apt to misjudge the choice of others. The
ritunl of our Second Degree tells us to become aceustomed o the -
Lesser Light that we may not becoine: blinded by the plare of the
Greater Light when we suddenly come face to face with it.

Bulwer Lytton once wrote that “enthusinsny is the genius of
gineerity”, and sincerity is the keynote of the attitude of our loyal
membiers. They were sincere in uniting with us, have been sincere
itn all their studies and application of our principles to their daily
lives, and nrc sincere in their defense of our Order and its Of-
ficers. It is hecause the meinbers of the Imperator’s Cabinct, plus
'n few others, were filly aware of the coming of the trouble in the
months just passed, that they were prepared for it; it was because
they were prepared for it, and knew its precise nature and the final
outcome, that they were not startled or blinded by its false glare
. and scintilating iridescent, multicolored, vascilating trophotropism.

NATIONALITY OF THE SUPREMF. COUNCIL

The Brothers and Sisters composing the Supreme Grand Coun-
‘¢il are American men and women of excellent repute and moral
standing in New York. The charge was made during our troubles
that there were many foreigners on the Supreme Council. Except
for a few changes in the Council last June, the personnel of the
Council is just as it has been for two years, hut never was therc a
“foreigher” on our Council: all are loyal Americans,. The only few
on the Council who have the slightest foreign accent in their speech
are: DBrother L.,—our Supreme Grand Master, born in Sweden, and
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& zéalous Awmerican patriot, and Sister A.,—born in Denmark, » trained
nurse and one who has for many years devoted her time and unusual -
services to patriotic American humanitarianism. The falsity of such
e charge is npparvent the moment one neets this bedy of twenty-five
educated, refined, cultured men and women.

That the Councilors paid no attention to the charges made against
the Order, the Imperutor and themselves is due to the fact that their
intimate knowledge of the:facts and the truths, made them unaf-
fected by the petty, miean, untruthful statements made by those who
sought first, to disrupt enr Organization, and secondly, in the resuit-
ing chaolic cendition to pose as saviors of the Order, reformers of
B great evil and slip iuto power and office, and control the oarganiza-
tion. The miserable fajlure of such a plan will expluin the condi-
tions uUnd aeclions on the part of three or four members or ex-wem-
bers whose pluns and moves we anticipate and await during the-
next six months with absolutely no fear; ngein, being forewarned
will not prevent, but will nentralize.

THIL SOURCE OF OUR TEACHINGS

Perhaps the most important, because interesting, though mniost
absurd of all charges made against the Order, or rather the Imperatgr,
was that he had, personally, alone or with the help of others, invented,
formulated ov simply nanufactured all ihe teachings in our Order
from pages und paragraphs taken from books to be found in librarics
in the United Stutes. Those who made the charge went so far as
to mention the namea of such hooks as were used by the Imperator
in bhis piifering charlatanisin.  The titles of 1he six or seven books
menlioned are not recalled just now, though a few of them were
"Ded’s Flectric Philosophy of Life™, Crowley’s “Equinox’’, “‘ Lilrary
of Mesmerisia’™, by Dr. Deds, ‘‘Celiular Cosmoguny”™ by Koresh,
“New Light from the Greuat last” by Parsons, ete. .

Twa years ago Lhe charge was made by an Englishman posing
in this country as a man of high and enviable Masonic repute, that all
our teachings were taken from cone (I) book, called *The Rivers of
Life™.  Alsurd as this proves te be to uny one wha reads thal book,
slill, the difficulty in getting a copy of it for examination should
have induced our genial censors and critics to add that book to the
above list.

TIIE IMPERATONL'S CIIALLENGE

One will nole that the books mentioned are either old or rare
boaks, such us are not te be found in every library, if, indeed, they
can be found in any library in small cities; thig makes it most dif-
ficult for those who hear the statement to examine the books and
make -¢omparisons with our Tewmple lectnres or teachings. The
Imperator has not exumined all the books listed, but lie has made this
reply to the charge, and now puts it upon record in black and whites
if anyone can prove that onc or more of our lectures containing
our fundamental teuchings, or that aill or. part of our YPrinciples,
terminolegy, laws, rituals and demonstrations were taken from one
or mere printed, lypewritten, engraved or handwriiten books or
manuseripts  printed and  published or made public before our
Order printed its firsl mupgazine and literalure, the Imperator will
immediately concede the ehavge as truee, ineriminating bimself as.
a plagiarist and false pretender and permit, without opposition or
further action, Vhis impeschment and removal as Imperator, officer
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“or. member of the Order. - A legal agreement between the Imperator
and any body of men and womeén as an investigating cowmmittee, or
with any individual as an investigator, will be made, setting forth
thig same promisc and challenge, if such is sincerely desired prier td
any compicte and exhaustive investigation; ond every facility and
assistance will' be freely rendered hy the Supreme Grand Lodge, its
Council, Gfficers and Impcerater,

If 1 have failed to mention any Look in the foregoing list which
should be included because It has been used by those making the
charge, 1 will gladly announce the titles: of such beoks in the next
issuc of the Cromaat.

AN EXCLEPTION TO TUHE CHALLENGE

One exception I must make in regard to the challenge: It is this:
no publication is to he inclunded which containge a velled, bul very
complete, outline of our R$C tcachings written aind published "under
a pen-name of my own, thnroughly authenticated, but little known,
and duly and properly copyrighted in its entirety by me many years
agn, This was done in order io protect our teachings and secure
4 copyright on them before the Order started without revealing them
to those who should not have them. Therefore, such a publicition
written by me, coyrighted by me, cannot be used as evidence. This
will probably surprise one or two who have. been planing to bring
this old and rare publication to light, not knowing that the author’s
name is my own and thé copyright also my own. Bat, again—
foreknowledge has sinpular advantages not realized by the unthink-
ing, prejudiced minds. .

As to who, in regard to person and personality, prepared, wrote
or formulated the original draft of the laws, the prineiples, the sym-
bols, rituals, phrases, words, signs, ete, 1 cannot tell, for ¥ do not
know, and, in tree Rosaecrucian spirit, do not care. 1 fecl quite
sure, however, that not one or a hundred minds prepared these things,
but many scores of great minds in various ages.

THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE WORLD

This brings me to ancther one of the charges made: that thete
was not and is not a truly established, rightfully empowered Supreme
RRosaecrucian (or Rosc Creix) Council of the World. '

In answering this charge, may I be permitted to indulge in a
littte abstract reasoning? Why is it, that while so much stress is
- 1aid, by some members, on the actual need or necessity of proof on
pur part that there is such n Supreme Council, these same individuals
do not demand, do not even ask for, any proof from others whe
claim that there is not a Suprene Council of the World?

The negative statement is accepted by some without the request
of any evidence of even a circumstancial nature, while the positive
statement, is refused unless supported by evidence almost impossiblé
to submit so0 as to be satisfying to the mind which i8 credulous to the
negative and ineredulous to the positive. assertions,

Fram a purely logical peint of view is there nat more circumstan-
cial evidence in favor of the existence of such Supreme Council, than
there iz against such a possibility? . -

Flrst: the fourding of our Order here in Americs, the prepara-
tion of all its rituals, symbols and teechings, the precedents and prac-
tices of procedure, the pre-preparation of necessary lterature, parapher-
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nalia, ete., the growth of the Order, its ability to meet certain at-
taclks, and unfavarable conditions, its resort, constantly, to & compe-
tent advisor or advisors, it: existence after nearly four:- yvears of at-
tack by tlhose who have tried to prove all its claims false,—do not
all these things indicate that there is o competent advisory board or
body somewlere which did and does act as a superior advisory
Council? :

Secondly: the very fact that even those who have read or heard
the least about Rosacerucians, generally believe that the Order is an
‘European movement, that its syperior Masters or exccutives are ‘in
Kurope, {hat from Europe would come the sole pawer to found the
Order here, and that soiaewhere in Furope is the great headquarters
of the Order;—is not all this stronger circumstancial evidence that
there ia and must be a Supreme R+4C Council than any evidence sub-
mitted against such a foct? :

If there is not such n Supreme Council, and if there never was,
then the founder of the Order here in America has invented, deviszed,
formulated, perfected, issued, and matured the whole fabric from
beginning to end; and, if this is true, then he and his advisors, or
Council, would be the Supreme R4 Council of the World by lowiful
and logical conelusion and concession.

If there is or was a Supreme 11+C Council of the World, or any
superior exccutive body of such a nature, and it did not and does
not sponsor our {rider here in America, and can prove that our
Order i3 fraudulent in its work, pilfering its teachings, wrongly exist-
ing as a perfecily organized body, why has such a bgdy remained
stlent for four years .and permitted vur claims and statements to RO
unchallenged, uncontradicted, and free from injunctions through the
Courts of the Dnited States or otherwise?

_ There arc answers ta these guestions; they will surprise you ar
please you as they dawn upon your consciousness. But, before you
answer them bear in mind that if you say there never was and is
not now a Ruropean or foreign Supreme Council of the World, then
you are indicating your willingness te grant and copcede all superior
authority and power of 'and in the AMORC to the present Immperator
and his Conneil in America; in other words, that the “Supreme R+C
Council of the Warld” is the American Supreme Council, or at lenst
the American Imperator and his associates. : '

Are you ready and willing to concede this? No, for pol even
the few wlho have been endeavoring to prove for a long time that
therc is no such AMORC Council in Eutope are willing to admit
that in such case the Supreme Council must be in America,

Of course, all this is innane in the face of cerinin facts known to
tliose who deserve to know, and in the face of certain resulis achieved
by our Order in the past three vears.

All who should know will come to know somne day, that the
Great White Brotherhood of the Worlld las its Supreme R+C Couns
cil, the members of which are the chief execulives of our Order
whercver it exists; and, some day, the relation belween our Order
and similar branches of work being conducted by the Great White
Brotherhood will be made known. Untit then, silence and hdelity are
the watchwords, '

TIIE VALUE OF THLE HIGHER TEACIIINGS

Little can be discerned of the great work of the Order from
a miere retrospection of the work of the first Six Deprees. Startiing,
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surprising; valuablic, interesting or pleasing as inay ‘be the principles -
and laws revealed or explnined in the early degrees, snd as rev-
olutionary as may be many of our fundamentnl principles to the
minds considernbly or greatly cducated in other schooals;, still, not
until the Ninth Degree is reeched does one come to a full rcaliza-
tion of the truly revelutionary nature of the lessonsz taupght in this
unusually gdifferent schooling. Ench Degree may bring  its awaken-
ing to our vonsciousness and its ebullition to our latent forces and
powers; bt beyvond the Seventh Degree (most mystical of all) there
comes o distinet objetive realization of a spiritual and physieal growth
which has so slowly come upon us that we are awed and amazed at
the change so wondrously wraught.

This was brought to the Imperator’s attention recenily in a pleas-
ing manner on a Thursiday night. The Ninth Degree of the Supreme
-Grand -Lodge just completed its third or fourth lecture en n sublect
of intense and extreme importance containing the laws of utmost
ilmportance to mankind. The memhers had retired from the Temple
to the Library for general discussion efter several had given en-
thusiastic voice to pralise of the great lesson just learned and illus-
trated to thein, when: Brother Theodore M., a Supreme Councilor
of the Order and an exccutive in one of the foremost of the large
educational fllm companies in Americn, with hiz wife, Sister M
(our Supreme High Pricstess of the Imperator’'s Cabinet) brought te
the Imperator Governor (deleted) of the State of (deleted) who
had called at the Lodge for the purpose of having Drother M,
introduce him to our work. In his presence and the presence of
others, Brother M., snid: ““The teachings of these higher degrees are
beyond the conception of outsiders. I am an eold newspaper man;
I have seen life and lived through many phases of education and
training; and you know, Governor, I have had a reputation as a
writer on subjects of almost nnlimited fields, and my business made
It necessary for me to keep clogely in touch with every recent dis-
covery in the various sciences. ‘This, naturally, gives one a wide
knoewledge and liberrl education. DBut, 1 find, lately, that 1 am in
the kindergarten again and fo-night I discovered that I do not even
know the A, B, C's, of the truths which exist around us and which
should have been toaught to us in the public schools. 1 am beginning
my life’s study over again, and I am not only delighted but as-
tounded and chagrined at the some time™. '

It" i5 common to the lecturcrs of the higher degrees to- have
members rise at the close of the lectures and pay tribute to the
teachings and testify to some unusual oy extraordinary benefit derived
from the practice of some of the principles; and it has been noted
with extreme plcasure to the Imperator, who fs not similarly situated,
that the more extcnsive or intensive, gpecific and academic haz becn
the education or training of 4 member in other schoels, universities,
gciences or arts, the more enthusiastic hzs been the praise of the
lessens given in thesé degrees. -

For instance: one member of the Supreme Grand Lodge i5 in
the manufacture of printing inks and enjoys the distinction of pro-
ducing the best grade and quality in our city.. In his factory he
hags a very complete chemical laboratory, and chemistry in all its
exactness and mystery plays an important part in the manufacture
of dyes and body substance for good inks. Recently this Brother’
saiit: “In the four years that I studied chemistry at Columbia Uni-.
versity, 1 did not learn as much about the laws and fundamental
principles of chemistry as I have here in the Order; and what 1
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have learned is of greater help to me in the very practical pruhlémi
of my business"”.

THE TEACHINGS OF THE 1I1GII DEGRELES

in regurd to what the future holds for ocur Order, I am remind-
- ¢d of what has nlso been sald by n few members whe were excom-
- municated for violations of their oaths and for olher more serious
acls. The statement wag: “There are little or no tenchings in the
degrees ahove the Sixth Degree”. This stateinent must sound strange
to the thirty or rhiore members of. Lhie Supreme Grand Lodge -who
passed out of the Sixth Degree aver a vear ago, nearly two years ago,
and are still active inembers, paving their ducs, sttending their high
drgree weekly lectures, studying Jitigently and obtaining and attaining
greater knowledge and power ench week, and demonstrating this
in expcriments and work coverlng the whole country, and to which
hundreds of our members can testify. '

Cnn any of our members in many Lodges now in the Sixth
Degrree conccive of their Sixth Degree lectures not leading to more
wonderful and interesting stuidy?  Most of them eomprehend now
what surely mwust be in the Scventh and Eighth Degrees. '

What of the study of the laws and principles of projecting one's
mind or soul-sclf inte distant places to see and be seen, to henr
ard be heard? 'This one subject alone, not taught in a practical way
by any school of the Qecident and seldom practiced except by the
Master Adepts of India, is worthy of all the study and preparation
that leads up to it through the work of our first six decgrces. If
there is any one mystical process or principle of utmost value to an
adept it is this one of projecting. Through it and with i the miystics
can utilize not only alt principles tanght in the Sixth Degree, but
every principle tavght In all the lower degrees. Conceive, [f you please,
of utilizing the principles and laws of the Second Degree without
the limitations of time and spacel Think what it means te one who
is trying to apply all our laws, to be able to do so0 at any time
without for ene moment considering distance, time, conditions, ete,

As wonderful as all this may seem, it Is not as truly sirprising
in its possibilitics nor as astounding in its importance to our exist-
ence and our future development, as are the pripciples and laws
of the higher degrees.

CONSTANT ELIMINATION

The work, tests, trials and cxperiences of the lower degrees were
purposcly planned to accomplish three things: 1, the development
and perfection of thosc who have a natural understanding of many
occult laws !ying dormant in their minds from some previous in-
carnation; 2, the tcaching of certain fundamentals not known to
some minds which are sincere and truly anxious to learn; 3, the
climination from ouvr Jodges those minds er persons unfit and unready
or unwilling to ahsorh and wunderstand or sufficiently self-climminating
to adhere to rules and regulations.

Those who cannot sobmit, in peace and understanding, to the
moderate, logical, unlform, general and constructive, thoungh autocrat-
ic, laws of our Qrder, abiding by established systems, conforming to
certain limitations and stepping beyond certain falke limitations can
never learn to work with or utilize the laws of God and nature which
are more exacting, more autocratic, more limiting and limitless.

‘I'herefore, a certain definite process of elimination is going on
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constantly, for the goad of the Order, the good of the individuals
and the good of humanity generally. ' K | E %

I was told of this process of elimination in Hurope hefore I
made my first step toward organizing the work lieve. Al I under-
‘stoed it, then, the following average reduction in membership would
come about in each Lodge through the subtle pracess of elimination.

Of every ecarefully sclected 100 wembers who Crossed the Thresh- .

old in the first degree, the following nmmber would reach the higher
degrees: ' o

Into Second Degree ...- Lo .BS
Third " — R 18
"  Fourth * - - el O
" Fifth LT 52
"'  Sixth L e pe e b b snstas ennenmmiaas A5
*  Seventh M m—— ET— 40
*  Eighth T e s e rveners .30
®  Ninth v O — 23
1" Tenth L S 21
"  FRleventh ™ ook veenoe e dnat v 14 ot 18
" Twelfth " e e 16
" the Iluminati to remain e 12

In other words, out of 100 Initiates inte the First Degree, a cer-
tain number would contlnue regularly with all work, and 12 of them
would reach the Illuminati in regnlar course. '

Of those who dropped oub during the first three degreesy perhaps
one or twoe would eventually re-unite with the Order and advance
after having learned of the serious mistake in dropping out. Of the
great number who lag hehind in the higher degrees, a certain percent-
age, perhaps ten to fiftecn pervent, discover their unpreparedness to
advance, and take the lower degrecs over again,—s thing which has
heen done by many members in our Lodges who thought the early
degrees unimportant only to discover in the 8h or 9th Degrec that
the laws in the 2nd and 4th Degrees were the basis of many others.
Those who thus lag behind eventually reach the 12th Degree with an-
other group. Many others drop ouwl in the 6th and 7th Degrees, be-
cause they have found all they cared for,—principally, the healing
work,—and are not interested in the esoteric or truly mystical work,
Others, of course, drop out as they discover that more than intellect,
more than simple study, more tlinn time and attendance are neccessary
to advancement. The higher degrees require abundant tove, tolerance,
spirituality, atiunement with God's laws, honor, respeet, decp mcdita-
tion and, most important of all, unscifish desires to help humanity at
every opportunity. _

Therefore, we are neither surprised nor chagrined at the elim-
ination that has taken place in mest lodges in the past year afier the
members have passed above the Sccond and Third Degrecs; nor has
the burning of the crueible and the attacks of our enemies caused any
greater elimination than was expecteld. One eausc or another will re-
move those who need to be removed or who need some excuse for
quietly or neiscly deop from onr membcership.

It is in and above the Twelfth Degree, or, in other words, in the
Muminati, with its strange lectnres wnd indescrihable work, that the
rsoteric fulfillment of the Rosaecrucian world is realized; and our
Order of twelve dearees leadipg to the llluminati is o school or coi-
lege of the exoteric taws preparing .the sincere minds for the lifo
of power amd aecomplishiment they seek.
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THE HUMANITARIAN WORK

Another point which hns been touched upen but little, is the
humanitartan work which Rosacerucians can do.

We have in America, and throughout the world, many organized
hodies and many independent persons, devetlng their time and means
to humanitarian work of a purcly materialistic nature.

A survey of the ficld of activities conducted in the name of
“charity” convinces the analytical and huvmnanitarian mind that much
is left nndone which is of greater importance than what is done.

A Rosaccrucian, bern or bred, of perfect understanding and train-
. ing, becomes a scmi-Socialist in his thinking and doing, espeelally
in his doing; not that he often associates himself with the go-called
Secialistic movement, for he reallzes that not through legislation or
revolution will the desired changes come about; but he knows und
understands certain fundamental principles crudely held by the So-
cialists which must come about first before anything else can be
dene for humanity of a permanent pature, and these must come
about through evoluticn.

The giving of money, as & form of charity or humanitarianism,
is .insufficient unless it is devoted to the furthering of the plans of
evolution. Man’s greatest need is knowledge; money only seems to
be the greatest need becanse man has alotted to it, or permitted it
to assume, the control of the things he needs. Just as a baby lcarns
tb depend wpon its mother, rather than upon its own undeveloped
abilities or powers, for all its needs, so mon has learned to depend
upon the unseen service, the purchasing power, the magic control,
of money for all he needs. And, when man i3 in dire need, to glve
him relief through a gift of moncy is to further convince him that
the difference between sufficicney and Insufficiency, bealth and di-
seage, happiness and sorrow, richness and poverty, life and death, is
& difference of dollars only.

Man has been taught that he owces certain obligations to a few,
dnd these obligations are those which man-made liws decree exist
between him and the foew by virtue of certain fimited material bonds,
contracts, writtecn or  deflnitely fhinplied sgrecments. He has been
taught, furthermore, that nearly all, if not all, of these eobligations
can be met or satisfied, like o0 judgment in court, with moncy. [e
believes it his duty or. obligation to work and labor sclely for the
purpose of carning or obtaining money, because with nothing else
can he meet all his obligations.

- Once manh realizes that he owes certrin other abligations, ns
definitely tmplied, but not within the jurisdietion of the courts of
man's law, which he must meet, and once he comes to a full apprecia-
tion of the fact that his duty to labor and work and devote himselt
to constructive efforts is a duty to God and his fellow man, and as
s0on as man becomes copnizant of his purpose and mission in life,
genernlly, he will come to know that with money he can pay but the
lenst of all his debts and that for accumulating money little effort
on his part should be deveted, if any at all. :

But, soch a change cannot come about suddenly. FEvolution, not
vevilution, is necessary; and evolutlon is a process of gradual de-
velopment, consclously realized and objectively maonifested only after
it has bren subjectively assimilated.

- The evolitidn of man is possible only through experfences realized
and understood.  Such realization and understanding depend upon
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_thl: proper mtupntutmn licing gwrn b¥ man- fo each exparience,—
and man can only inlerpret and undcrstand nccurﬂlng tp the light of
knowledge which he POSSCESES.

By the spreading of Light, the dissemination of truth, the giv-
ing of sueh faels as constitute proper or adequate kuowledgel—is
indecd the greatest humanitarian work that can be donc in this age.

The application of one’s excess of money to the building of
libraries for public use is not an adequate eompensation for the funda-
mental wrong most certainly existing in the acquiring of such wenlth.
Such libraries do not give back to men the product of their efforts; nor
do they help in spreading the greater light which must he given man
in order to free hin from his bondage to usage, custom, decree of
mun ond dictate of wealth. The books in such libraries as purport
to aid himn in his proper evolution, or to which he turns in abiding
[aith for dependable kpowledge, contain falsitics and errors, or pur-
posely mislead him by insiduously instilling the fundameniuls of the
false knowledge or belicfs to which he has been n slave for many,
many ecenturies.

To ' use one’s .ynnceessary accumulations by the Dbuilding ot
hespitnls in which the finuncially poor may receive free treatment
when disensed or injurcd, is to continnously express to the nun the.
conviction that disease amd physical ﬁufft:rmg are [nevitable and all
thal can be done to maintain health is to purchase, or reecive other-
wise throngh the powér of money, a cure or relief. Man is not taught
in 1his wize that health is the essenlial purpose of nature, that disesse
and physical suffering are not incvitable. Ile dees pot learn that
nature and all her forces are always prepared to prevent rather than
cure or relicve suffering, and that disease of the body is a mirrored
condition of intellect; that knowledge prevenls and ignorapee permits,
while supcerstition and falsity attempt fo cure

The fuet that there are 211 public and well koown hospitals in
Greater New York and only three little known institutes tcaching
principles of prevention of discase, makes the human beings in our
city believe or fecl that discase is a most general thing, inevitable,
alinost quite logical, if not perfectly natural

They know that each one of thesé 211 institutes is a monument
to the power of money. They are a testimonial to the belief *‘with-
out money vou must be sick, suffer, starve, end die; by means of
moncy you may be well, heaithy and hn[:-p}'” 'That man believes his
duty to labor or his ﬂhllgatmn to produce is solely for ihe' purpose
of carning money, is illusirated by the fact that seo many believe at
the seme time ihat if money can he oblained otherwise, or is given
to them, it is uscless to lebor mnd the moral obligation to labor for
constructive purposes is non-existent.

The tendency on the part of mwun generally to cease from laboar
as soon as toney is aequived for all sufficient material needs, is
a natural conclusidn from the wrong premise under which man has
thought and labored for so Jong.

“The idle wich", find . justification in their attitude because of
the pame reasoning from lhe same premise. To them the power of
aney is no greater than it is to the maon whe has labered for his
purchasable needs for fem or twenily years and then ceases for a
while becguse g small legacy has come to him which he uses to pur-
chase those things for which he hitherto labored.

The greater the aceuwmulation of wealth, the greater itz possi-
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bilitics; but the dellar in the poor man’s hand and the dollar in the
rich man's hand are cqual in that power which is wrong,—the power
to saeurc, force, attract, seduce, imduce, inflacnee, allure, hold, with-
hold and newtralize falsely,

In a praectical manner, the Roesaccrucian can perform true hu-
manltarian acts leading fo man's ovolution and' conscious realization
of those laws which will free him from the hondage of superstition
antt false knowledge,

In the Great (ath or series of ebligations which the Tloszaceru-
cign takes in his first Initiation after Creossing the 'Threshold, he promn-
ises to do his ulmost “lo remove from our Innd any institution, system,
habit, product, thought or intent which attacks.... the' frecdom of
man's soul or ceonciousness”. Sorcly lhis eovers the rceotoval from
cur midst of such chains and bunds as limit man’s freedom from
siperalilion and false belicfs,

FRACTICAL WOLK

What may and can be dore by our members as practical hnman-
itarian work is Lest iHustrated by a fow examplesd chosen frem among
uany beceavse of the various fields of action covered by them:

First: there is Sister B, who, though f{ifty years of age, felt
that lrer yeryrs of associntion with artists and musicians should it
her for sowe definite plan, She studicd ut the Supreme Lodge until
sne reached the Fonrth Degree and then attended a private class nt
the Ledge to prepare her for the plan she evolved. With some capital
. at her disposal she erected a large hungalow and a number of small
steeping ‘rooms on a hill in Norlhern New York overlooking the
Hudsen River. Teo thizs place she invited artists snd musicians from
New York City who - were not simply poor financially, but below
nermal in hedlth and, therefore, unable to carn a living. She had
ns many nas thirty at a time there as her gucsts and in addition to
freding them with kindly inspiration and a good course of philosophy,
with good air, good food and muech rest, she gnve them more practical
liclp by trcating each one aecording to our system, and restored them
to henlth. After two years of this work she left it in charge of two
others and went to Aloska where she worked as & miner and earnkd
more moncy to carry on her work in New York; and while in that
cocld 2nd much neglected State she estnblished o Lodge for us among
the men and women there who were truly hungry for our teechings
and who had no opportunity of enjoying the privileges we enjoy
here. Over threce hundred artists and musicians have becen helped
grnd made healthy and happy at the little Rosaecrucian Artists Coloay
in New York and in return they have helped to build more houses
or “sleeping porches” for others. When the Sister came back from
Alaska with her gold for the colony she drove through the streets
of New York and up to our l.odge on a hroncoe in her ‘masculine
miner's costume, hair cnt short, a picturcsque sight indeed,—happy
and comtented, and over fifty vears of age.

Secundly, we have the many Sisters, and in some cazes DBrothers,
wlto have adopted children in accordance with a plan suggested by
the Imperator two years ago. In nearly all cases the Sisters have
had eilther very fine homes or homes and money to oifer to children
in Institutions or homeless. In a number of censes, and In one In
particular, a sickly child or bLaby waos selected; and in additien to
giving the child a home, a future apd an education along many lines,
the child was treated for its health and treined plhysically and mental-
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Iy along our lines.  ‘T'o sec soime of Lhese children to-day and know
their cases, i3 to convince one of the value of this practical work.

Third: one of our Sisters,—our former Suprewme Grand Matre,—
left us last August to go, voluntarily and at o greal sacrifice of mo-
ncy, many warldly pteasures and benefits, to one of the smaller. of
the Leeward Islands in the Dritish West Iadics; and there, with
anly sixty white pcople, isolated on an island untouched hy cables’
or modern means of commuinication, she is devoting her time and
knowledge to working among those left there to dic of leprosy.
She is one of our Ninlh Degrec members, fully qualified to bread
this disease and other conditions in a very effective way., TFurthee
mare, she ia able to project herself to our Temple an Thursday :ughts
when her degrce has its strange convocations amib. thereby continue
her work regardless of time and dislance; and our other Ninth De-
.gree members mect her often on their projection-journeys ta the
distant temples and places and our good Sister is never out af touch
with us. DBorn in and aceustomed Lo the highest social circles of
Boston and New York, this dear soul at middle-age left all worldly
things lLichind to live a truly nltruistic Rosacerncian life in isolation,
good work and sacred meditation. '

Fourth: another Sister, in one of onr Southern Lodges, volan-
tecred to give her time and our teachings lo the care of a number
of very old wamen living in a pnblic home in a southern city. She has
brought a strange change there with a mystical cheerfulness, a gen-
eral improvemcnt in the health of the inmates and a newer can-
ception of life. The sulary reccived ns recompense for her services
she donates each month to our funds through her Lodge, and is
very happy in the practical work she is doing. _

Fifth: szeveral traioed nurses in different cities have given their
time almost exclusively to humanitarian work, using our teachings
and our plans to bring health, happiness and hope to many despairing
gouls.

Sixth: two doetors in our Order made o special study of our
treatment work ard eour higher teachings in psychology wsnd then
offered all their time and services lo the curing of soldiers who were
brought back to Amecrica hopelessly suffering from “shell-shock®.
Cdan you imagine cases wore sad than those so affrcted? And, can
you think of any better method of using the peculiar and strange
occult tegehings of onr Order?

In nearly all the cases where humenitarian work is Dbeing done,
the capital wsed is the voluntary donutions of the. oane doing the
work. Dut, money is not always necessary. Onc Brother in the So-
preme Lodge, for instance, living humbly, even poorly, in a very
poor section of the city, where poverty, ignorance and discase abide
a plenty, has for months given his every spare hour to searcling
through the mass of humanity,—thousands and thousands of beings
af all ages and nationalities, surrounding bis home,—to render what
aid he can; usually it is relicf from physical suffering, cases of chronic
or almost incuruble conditions. The results he has attaincd have
carned for him, a Jew, n kind and loving name a5 well ns the most
sacred regard for the strange methods he uses wilhout eredit to
himself or even piving an explunotion. What a wonderful picture!
A poor humble Jew among the gentiles, living and doing as the
Master would have done, and in the Twentieth Century!

This is only a weak picture of the possibililies for Practical
Work in our Order and yet....
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EVER SEEKING SOMUTHING NFEW

Some of our memlers arc constantly secking that which is new
«nd different, cver restless, cver ready for any clatm of a royal road
to power. :

I would not have anveone fecl for s minute that it is anti-Rogae-
¢rueian to continuc to seek and searcl after Crossing the Thresheld.
Not evrn the Imperator has ended his sesrch for light and truth.
Dut [ wonld place on record that it is the utmost of ahsurdity, the
very entithesis of avowcd purpose, to caoter ounr Order and stud_r
awhile and then jump suddenly into a aew fleld of rescarch and study.
end drop all ihe Rosacerucian work simply becaose a mystic from
some forcign land or o man with a strange name and a stranger
doctrine claims that in a few lectures he can impart great knowledge
and power.

For twenty or thirty members in a large lodge to suddenly feel
moved (after solicilation by another) to drop their Tosaccrucian
teachings and plenpe inte a course of twelve lectnres by a Hindn
at three dallars for the course, believing that he will reveal in a2 few
mmonths what ovr Order requires two or three ycars itn teach, is
sarely ridiculous and sad. To attend these lecturcs, if one can af-
ford to attend nll such lecture courses se glowingly advertised, is
sure to bring much hwlp to the analytical mind and will no doubt
prove inspiring. Bnat, to pernit such abstractions, theories, promises
and prafund aberrations or exaggerations of truth as are usually
. given by lhege so-called mystics and “science’” teachers to keep one
from the regular work of sane, practical, tried and proven laws and
principles iz bhoyond rxense. : ‘

Ne onc has a “corner” on truth, not even the Rosaceruciang!
I have sald that and published it many times. But, trath in its great
complex entirety, wilh its multiple luws and principles and minunte
exaciness and aceuracy, has a peculiar determination of revenling
itself only to sinccre students who stucdy and work, penider and medit-
ate, practice and experiment. Tt does not throw itself in large doses
" or bunches at the rcstless, lazy, indifferent seekers, whe demand quick
aftainment, immediate power, magic results. Nor «docs Truth permit
itself to be congealed of eoagulated and then reduced to very pleasant
capsules of great, concentrated strength, to be sold or peddied, ejected
pr shot forth in fiery oratory or mystic incantation hy select Indi-
viduals at “so rouch per capsule” or "so much per course”, '

INTROSPECTION:

~ The year Just closing, R4C 3271, has brought its trials and trib-
ulations to all manklnd, ne has each vear. But, it has alsa brought
Peace to many lands and te ocur Order it has brought power, great
Love and greater Peace, - : '

. Each daoy our Order grows in number of members and each few

months shows an increase of I.odges. Qur records are most Inspir-
ing In that regard. But, our present greet cause for joy is the an-
ticipation of that future which now brightens the hazy horizon and
tinges the coamic heavens with golden and rosey colors.

Very soon we shall retire, cxoterieally and phygically. For a
few months durlng the past year we were in danger of falling inte
the quagmire of matericlism. The rapid growth of the Order had
brought with it grcater material possessions and needg; to some the
material body of the Order became so attractive, so aluring, that it
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predominated in soeme of the schemes of- the plans for the future.
‘I'hc renlization of this danger became so apparent, finally, that im-
medinte steps were taken to prevent such-a catastrephy for our
Order. Al would have been proper and approprinte for other sim-
ilar movements, hut not for us. Seo, we have arisen from the valley
of temptations of materialism long beforc one fatal step was taken;
and, to-day, we arc stronger spivitunlly than ever, and less, much less,
susceptible to the temptations of cur materialistic environment.

Some of our members forget, in the enthusiasm of their iotcl-
lectual advancement in the Order, to give proper cmphasts to the
psychic devclopment. Those who truly lecarn and master the stadics
ave always awarc, most naturally, of the divinily of our principles, or
rather the principles embodied in our teachings. They cannet, with
adequate realizalion of conscious mastership of even the most simple
principles, ignore the sublime divinity that pervades and surrounds
tlien; but this i3 not sufficient for true psychic development.

One must constantly scek attuncment, comgplete attunement, with
all the cosmnie and divipe forces, in order to attain not only complete
understanding, but thorough mastership. Such attunement must in-
clude the physical, mentul und spiritnal parts of man and the universe.
in the work of the higher degrees we understand through our teach-
ings how true psyehic develapment affects even the physical strueture
of the brain to such an extent that certain areas of the brain gradual-
ty expand oy increase in sizc while others decrease, with the result
that certain functioning of parts of Lhe body-—particularly certain
senses,—hecome maore aelive, receptive and responsive, while others .
become dormant or less active. ‘Che physical changes thus wrought
are wonderfully manifest in members who have gone inte or above
the eighth degree, and their expericnees have demonstrated the neces-
sity of careful, gradual attunement and development in aecordance
with a definite systern or schooling such as applied by our Order,

The increase in our metmbership, as days po by, of such developed
souls, necessitates the coincident development of the Spiriluality of
[Rosaccrueignism in our Order, and it is to this end that all our en-
deavors muast now be directed. '

The future offers an unusual opportunity in this regard. Never
was Immankind so sensitive te cosmic impressions and so awakened
te an apprecialion of spiritual forces as just now.

Our Beloved President Wilson expressed this idea in FEurope
while addressing a religious congregation near the place of his mother’s
birth. He said that more powcrful, more effective in its influence
and more inspiring to a greater peace in the future than could ever
be any physical feague of nations was he immaterial or menial league
of minds throughout the world exerting a moral force for prosperity
and peace. |

As a race, we of the present cra, whether we are the end of the
so-called Sixth Race, or the beginning of the Seventh, are f{inding

Gaod, are comprehending, vnderstapding and realizing (God, as never
Lefore, % ‘

The God of revenge and angetd, the “jealous God™, and the mys-
terions God, are fast disappearing. In the place of these we have
the God of our hearls, ihe God of T.ove, Light, Life; the God whose
justice Is mot arbitrary relrilution, but the law of compensation; the
God whose mercy is not o compuassionate weakness, but a constructive
principle,—an elcment of the law of Karma; a Goed whose Love is
not sellish and incomprehensible, but sacrificing and constructive, com-
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parable with the highest motives which inspire man, and a part of
the divine -emotions which move us to tears and gladness, joy, and
sndness.

. We find intimncy with Ged in our intimacy with the wonders of
hatnre. In tle most minute ccll we find our {rml living and pulsat-
Inp, revenling Gml as God would be revealed. The jndescribahble
distanee lhetween us and God, like the unfathomnbie depth of God’s
wistlom, is being supplanted by a cluoseness and an uwnderstanding
which brings God infe our midst and sanctifies the environment in
wihicly we Tive amd makes holy every place, all the time; for the
chureh of God is here, there and everywherc; the altar of Jehova
Iz hefore us cacl time we breathe a prayer to the Almighty or think
kindly of thoge on earth; the sanctwin of the wmost high iz the dwelling
place of the most sincerc,—the truth-loving, the kinﬂ-dmng and fair-
Ahinking man, woman and c¢hild,

We glidll net atteapt, for the present, to bhuy or build a Supretne
Temple or national headquarters. We will, rather, conflne nll our
_n:-ff::rrts toe making more effictent nny snitable exccutive offlces or
work rooms we ¢nn gecure at the mest nominal expense. In this
way, we shall unburden ourselves of the present material shackles and
rcmain free of the limitations and enslaving conditions of material-
ism. Every effort will be put forward to grow stronger spiritually
gl 1-:*bntr:ru allv a0 that the greatest good to the greatest number may
result

Our members in a Lodge in the furthermust seetion of Canada
aor those in the West Indies are entitled to have and enjoy as much
nf the possessions, aszsets and activities of ‘the Supreme Grand Lodge
ns those who live in the same city where it is located. ‘Thias is only
possilble when those posscssions, asscts and octivitics are of a nature,
quelity, adaptabilily and wuniversal practicahbility that they can be
teveted to or uscd to further the ihterest, study and devclopment of
all members cverywhere and the Order ]tﬂlﬂf generally.

Can this be said of an claborate structurc, its greatest assets
being materlal things which can be enjoyed eonly by those who con-
tact them personally?  Is it right that the Supreme headquartere
should involve such an expense arutl consgist of such nssets as are
wonderful to view, inspiring to think, and impressive from a worldly
pnint of view, withoul even supplying the executives therein all the.
. tomfortnble and cfficicnt medns to do the greatest amuunt of good
work for the preatest namber of members?

Such is the monument to material growth that some have desired
for us, and the Imperator has turned all such plans aside and with
one sweep has cast into oblivion forever such ideas or plans,

Soon the Imperator’s study and work room, like unto the work
rooms of bis associates, will be off in some secluded place, in a
humble structure befitting the huamility of spictlt and nature pre-
dominating in all our thoughts and acts. Picture the humble, lowly,
struetures of wood, negtled closely topether on one of God’s won-
drous lawns of grass and flowers, far from a city's noige or com-
mercial activities; where qulet and peace abeund, where the song of
birds and swaying of boughs of the trecs softly add a note of life to -
the stillness of a temple’s sacredness. Here, with naught else to do
or think of but the messages of joy and words of light to be pre-
pared and sent broadcast to our members, the greatest efﬂclency in
spreading the Greather Light would exist. With those whose lives
are associated with ns, sacrificing the former worldly pleasures, fore-
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going the conventional homes and social practices and living in com-
munion wlth’ God and nature for the good of pur fellow beings, this
and nothing more. i5 appropriate, necessary and efficient for the cause.

To such & haven of Peace and work will come, from time to time,
those Pilgrims of Light who reach the degree of full understandmg
and perfect attunement.

In each State will he the grand Lodge of executives cuaring for
the worldly matters of the Order, while at the Temple of Alden, on-
the green hill, twenty four hours travel, perbaps, from the nearest
Railroad, will dwell the esoteric workergs with their small sanctum,
laboratory and library.

How different a picture from that painted by our over-ambitions
zealotors!

THE NAME OF OUR ORDER
ITS INCORPORATION

Several pertinent questions have been asked by our members in
regard to the new form of name of our Order. In fact, it hag heen
gaid by one or two that perhaps somne law has forced us to change
the name of our Order. :

Let it be understood that we have not changed the name of our
Order and never will change it. The name of opur Qrder will remain:

THE ANCIENT AND MYSTICAI OLDER ROSAE CRUCIS, with
‘the translation in various languapges.

We have legally and properly protected this nome by having it

Incorporated in connection with the Tocorporation of the Supreme
Grand Lodge.

The complete, legally incorperated name of the Supreme Lodge
is as follows:

SUPREME GRAND LODGE of the ANCIENT AND MYSTIC-
ﬁlﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ ROSAE CRUCIS of the GREAT WHITLE BROTHER-

The papers of incorporation give us the legal right to this name
and, furthermore, give us the legaul right to establish and maintsin
branch ladges of the Ovder under this name in every State of the
United States, with their dependeneies and tervitories.

No other group or society of individuals in any State ecan usge
this pnume without our permission regardless of any atiempt to usge
a local State charter.

But,—for worldly, exoteric propaganda, we will abbreviate the
.oame on literature and unefficial letters. The abbreviated form will
be, simply AMORC, the initials of the full name.

‘TThe use of this abbreviation is not new, despile whut has been
said in this regard. In May of 1916 some officis]l certificates were

igsued by the Supreme Grand Lodge, bearing the letters AMORC in
large type. This was nearly three yeurs ago,

In all our Lodge Charters, Oaths, Obligations and on ail ofiicial

papers or seals, we shall retain the use of the full name of the Qrder
a8 stated above. Our use of the nnme in this or &ny other wuy has -

never been denied us by any court or any law of the land, or by
any tuling, decree, decigion ov opinion of legel nulure or intent.
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'IN CONCLUSION

"And now, Brothers nnd Sisters, I have spoken, or rather written,
or many points se that much knowledge or illumination might be
given at just this time. '

The writing of this message occupied a considerable part of my
lclsurc tirne while journeying to and back from a very pleasant vaca-
ton visil lo Tampa, Florida, during the holiday season, when Florida
is at its best. In that warm, peaceful, contented and lovely country,
I found great ease in reaching the souts and minds of thosc who are
- advancing onward and upward throughout this country, and my en-
vironments were inspiring,—divine. What 1 scnsed and enjoyed then,
I pass on now to each of you, with my thoughts for Peace Profound.

Profundis XI1°,
IMPERATOR.




MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

The next issue of Cromaat will contalp, in addition to some valu-
uble instructions and infe-—ation for our mermbers, a very important
uwnnouncement beaving upon the Order and its. relation to the AMORC
thyoughout the world, ‘This official matter which has come to us too
late to appear in proper form in this issue is a fitling climax to the
Imperator's annual message which appears in 1his issuc, and is also
a timely and valuable answer to the many questions which some have
raised.. 1t sets at rést, it onee and for ull time, the true stalns #nd
relation of our Order in the North American Jurisdiction, and places
beyond dispute or cavil those mooted points which not one investigator
—even of the highest Courls of this land—coukd competently, thorough-
ly and legally settle. It will bring to our Order thut Peace and that
Power that could come in no other way and veveals what could not
have been revealed uontil now, despite the demands, and,.shall ¥ say,
'threats, that have been made.

The Imperater has been inquiring of late about a Cello or Violin
Celle. Fe is nnxious to secure one for his personal use, praetically,
and for recreation in the Temple at ceremonies, and in his periods
of experimentation und attunpement. None is available here in New
York cxeept at a prohibitive cost and it is ihought that some of our
members may know aml can suggest how he may aeccnre such an
instrument. Address the Sceretary, Supreme Grand Lodge.

Once again lct it be said that Lhe general governmental restric-
tions against the use of printing paper for non-essential industries.
warranted the tempornry snspension of the publication of Cromaat;
but it will now be published nt intervals as mew or interesting mai-
ter ¢an be prepared for onr members.

Onee upon n lime there was circulated in New Yark a report
that Mark ‘Twain had died while recuperating from a slight illness
in his home in the South. Newspaper reporters from several promi-
nent papers culled at his exclusive cstate there and found him well
and in his usual witty mood. They told him of the reports that lic
had died and asked for his denial of the ramor. His statement was:
“The report is grently exaggerated!” May we suggest to those who
are constantly hearing rumors and vepeating them, ihat, possibly,
there is some truth in the rumor,—just some, possibly, and possibly
not; but always i the report greaily exnggerated. - :

e

bl

r

It behooves us, in justice, truth and fairness, to say that in the
new 1918 edilion of the Warld Almanac is listed our Order among
the various societies of America. The 1919 listing i3 crronons and
misleadlng, however, and we, the Offlcers of the Supreme Grand Lodge
do not wish to be held responsible for the error. Tt is stated therein

26



that our Order has 3,762 mémbers {which is false) and 417 members
with the Awmerican Colors in Furope or clsewhere, and this number
is “greatly exagperated”. Anolher statement in 1he listing in regard
to our Order plainly indicates how the error was male—or at least
why. It says that the government of our Order is in the hands of
a “board of seven governors'  Not ordy iz this nbsolutely {alze,
but it is or was, the false hope and desire of a certnin group who
tried last June to make it so. And,—s0 sure were they that their
desires and efforts would e crowned with' suceess Lhat they pre-
pared the announcement so long in advance and sent it to the World
Almanae -for publication this year. For only the fraction of an
buaginary second did these aspironts have a realization nf o non-
existent actuality and in that moment of delusion they proclaimed
their puny and ktherical kingdom to the world. It reininds one of the
fate of Cyrug, who for years cherished the desive to stand npon a
throne and proctaim himself “Cyrius, King of Babylon!™ With great
saerifice of his own loyal subjects and with the slaughter of most
of those in Babylon whom he hoped to rule, he finally succceded in
stepping upon that throne, and with blaodshed and warfare about him
and with his own life in jeopardy, he «quickly shouled like a mad-
man, “Cyrus, King of Babylon!"” 1lc instently knew that his procla-
mation wus for the passing moment and before the sound of his
voice liad exhausted itself in its projection throupheat the surround-
ing enviranment, he was no Jonger Cyrus the King. Ile found glory
- ot satisfaction in that wmomentary victory, 'There seems to have been
many like him in more modern times, While one was aspiring to
be King of all Europe, if not the World, one here in America aspired
to be—what? The listing in the World Almanac may answer the
~ynestion; for considering the veracity of the statemeints made along
with the proclamation of a “governing board for our Order, the
re-organizer of our Order was to be: King of Falsity. And—lo, here,
and lo, there, where is ‘the King? '
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