
Effective Communication:
- an essential part of marine conservation

Lessons from the Great Barrier Reef
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�S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
(Source: R Kelly, ACRS)
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In area, the GBRMP is 

about the same as the 

countries of Malaysia, 

Italy, New Zealand or 

Norway. 3



The Great Barrier Reef
�Í ~ 3,000 separate reefs

• over 900 islands

Princess Charlotte Bay

Cape Flattery

Lizard Island

0 80
Kilometres
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�%�\���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V�����V�H�Y�H�Q���P�D�U�L�Q�H���%�\���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V�����V�H�Y�H�Q���P�D�U�L�Q�H���%�\���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V�����V�H�Y�H�Q���P�D�U�L�Q�H���%�\���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V�����V�H�Y�H�Q���P�D�U�L�Q�H��
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�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�+�D�E�L�W�D�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�¦�¦�¦�¦�¦�¦�¦�¦ �Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J�Q�R���W�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J
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5. Tailor the key messages for different target 
audiences (a strategic approach) 

6. No successful community engagement campaign 
can be conducted solely from your office

7. Don’t ignore those stakeholders who choose to 
remain silent

8. Commission public telephone polling to determine 
real level of support

9. Find ‘Champions’

10. Be prepared to refute contrary claims and 
misinformation
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•Report now 
required by 
law every five 
years

15

years

• Includes 
eight formal 
assessments 



These seven 

assessments 

used to assess 

the future of the 

Great Barrier Great Barrier 

Reef ecosystem

The long -term 
Outlook



� Grade for each 
assessment 
component

Presentation of  Presentation of  
assessmentassessment

component

� Overall grade for 
each criteria

� Based on Grading 
Statements



Good news Good news –– recovery of speciesrecovery of species
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Bad news Bad news -- coastal developmentcoastal development

City and port of Townsville
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• 12 key management 
topics reviewed

• All management, not 
just by GBRMPA

Existing protection and Existing protection and 
managementmanagement

�������

• Independent 
assessment 
(by 2 internationally 
recognised experts)

• Input from other 
Government 
agencies
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Climate change

Water quality

Fishing

Traditional Use (some)

Coastal development

Biodiversity protection

Recreation (not incl fishing)

Scientific research (some)

Ports and shipping

Defence

Commercial marine tourism

Heritage

Biodiversity protection
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� HOME PAGE – www.gbrmpa.gov.au

� REZONING/RAP -

www.gbrmpa.gov.au/corp_site/management/ -www.gbrmpa.gov.au/corp_site/management/ -

representative_areas_program

� OUTLOOK REPORT -

www.gbrmpa.gov.au/corp_site/about_us/ 

great_barrier_reef_outlook_report
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