
Marine Protected Areas
In California



California 
Marine Protected Areas

� For more than a 
century. overfishing, 
pollution and coastal pollution and coastal 
development has 
seriously degraded 
California’s coastal 
waters and marine 
ecosystems



History: 
California Marine Protected Areas

� During the last 50 years 
more than 50 MPA’s were 
created in California. Most created in California. Most 
were small, narrowly 
focused, and poorly 
managed. 



The Solution
� California’s collection of MPA’s protected less 

than one percent of the state’s coastal waters. 
� In 1999 the state of California enacted the 

Marine Life Protection Act.



The Law
� The California Department of Fish 

and Game was directed to establish 
and manage the MPA network. 

� The Marine Life Protection Act  
divided the 1,100-mile California divided the 1,100-mile California 
coast into five regions. 
� Central Coast (2007)
� North-Central Coast (2008)
� South Coast (2010) 
� North Coast (TBA)
� San Francisco Bay (TBA)



The Challenge
Develop a network of MPAs using:

-Using the best, readily available science 
-Advice and assistance of resource managers, 

policy experts and the public.
(a Public-Private partnership)(a Public-Private partnership)



Policy Advisors

MPA Proposal

Fish & Game
Commission

MLPA Initiative Process

Create MPAs

Policy Advisors
Oversees Process

Science Advisory Team
Bio &physical / Socioeconomic Data

Regional Stakeholder Groups
Local knowledge and concerns

Public Comment Policy Advisors



Not all MPAs are Equal

� State Marine Parks
� Sport fishing is allowed and commercial 

activity is prohibited

� State Marine Conservation Areas� State Marine Conservation Areas
� Allows some commercial and/or 

recreational fishing.

� State Marine Reserves
� Most protective, prohibiting the removal or 

destruction of any wildlife or habitat. 
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Number    mi         %

Central 29          204     18%

�

Central 29          204     18%

North Central                   21 153 20%

South coast (now) 15 161 8%

S. Coast (proposal) 50         387     16 %



Who uses the Resources?
Vast majority of coastal recreation 
in southern  California is non-
consumptive

Economic studies show that Economic studies show that 
non-consumptive ocean visitors 
overall spent 40 times more 
during visits than those who 
visited exclusively to fish.
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Marine Protected Area Network:
A Network of Organizations

Central Coast
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation

South Coast
Southern California Aquarium Collaborative



Baseline data – Studies say

Families, retirees and tourists are the least 
knowledgeable about MPAs.

Local residents, students and teachers and Local residents, students and teachers and 
outdoor enthusiasts know a little

The only group that knows "a lot” about 
MPAs were outdoor enthusiasts



Visitor Knowledge-
Our Aquariums
Change behavior 91%
Change recreational use 63%
Understand ocean ecology 66%Understand ocean ecology 66%
ID local fish 53%
Which fish are scarce 37%
Heard about MPAs 64%
Know how to get involved in MPAs 29%



Messages
Legacy
Decisions made today will 
affect our kids and grandkids

Science
Decisions are based on 
available data and MPAs 
can be modified in the 
future.

Underwater Parks
Underwater parks are an 
extension of the parkland people 
value on land.

Fat Old Female Fish
If big, old female fish (which have 
many more healthy babies) have a 
place to live, their babies can 
populate surrounding underwater 
areas.



Educate, Engage and Empower
Exhibits, DVDs and Printed Media



Educate, Engage and Empower
Activities and Programs



Future of California MPAs?
Ensure healthy sustainable  

ocean resources for all


