Marine Protected’Areas
In California




California
Marine Protected Areas

For more than a
century. overfishing,
pollution and coastal
development has
seriously degraded
California’s coastal
waters and marine
ecosystems




History:
California Marine Protected Areas

During the last 50 years il Iy
more than 50 MPA’s were iy

2 MAY NOT BE TAKEN WITHOUT A
WRITTEN PERMIT FROM THE
DEPARTMENT.

created in California. Most [l (el

were small, narrowly
focused, and poorly
managed.




The Solution

California’s collection of MPA's protected less
than one percent of the state’s coastal waters.

In 1999 the state of California enacted the
Marine Life Protection Act.




The Law

The California Department of Fish
and Game was directed to establish
and manage the MPA network.

The Marine Life Protection Act

divided the 1,100-mile California 5=
coast into five regions. %\ )
Central Coast (2007)
North-Central Coast (2008)
South Coast (2010)
North Coast (TBA)
San Francisco Bay (TBA)




The Challenge

Develop a network of MPASs using:
-Using the best, readily available science
-Advice and assistance of resource managers,
policy experts and the public.

(a Public-Private partnership)




ML PA Initiative Process Fish & Game

Commission

MPA Proposal

Create MPASs

Policy Advisors
Oversees Process

Regional Stakeholder Groups ~ Science Advisory Team
Local knowledge and concerns Bio &physical / Socioeconomic Data




Not all MPAs are Equal

State Marine Parks
Sport fishing is allowed and commercial
activity is prohibited

State Marine Conservation Areas

Allows some commercial and/or
recreational fishing.

State Marine Reserves

Most protective, prohibiting the removal or
destruction of any wildlife or habitat.
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California Marine Life
Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative

This map represents a draft marine protected area (MPA) array

by a cross-interest work group within the MLPA South
Coast Regional Stakeholder Group. This draft MPA array is under
review; itis NOT a recommendation to the California Fish and Game
Commission..
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California Marine Life
Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative

This map Tepresents a draft marine protected area | MPA) array
generated by a cross interast work Group within the MLPA South

‘Coast Reglonal Stakenokder Group. This draft MPA array Is under
reviews itis NOT a recommendtion to e Califormia Fish and Game
Commission..
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How Many
MPAs Now?

mi~ %

29 204 18%
21 153 0%
s} 161 3%
50 207 1606

Number




Who uses the Resources”?

Vast majority of coastal recreation
In southern California is non-
consumptive
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Marine Protected Area Network:
A Network of Organizations

Central Coast
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation

South Coast
Southern California Aguarium Collaborative

Marine
Aquadum

' GARLSBAD, CA

SEMlF[

AQUARIUM Museum Natural History




Baseline data — Studies say

Families, retirees and tourists are the least
knowledgeable about MPAs.

Local residents, students and teachers and
outdoor enthusiasts know a little

The only group that knows "a lot” about
MPASs were outdoor enthusiasts




Visitor Knowledge-
Our Aquariums

Change behavior
Change recreational use
Understand ocean ecology

ID local fish
Which fish are scarce
Heard about MPAS

£1%
63%
66%
53%
37%
64%

Know how to get involved in MPAs 29%




CA Collaborative Fisheries Research Pregram
2007-2009

1x Collabor:
(CCFRP)
ople int
ty




Educate, Engage and-Empower
Exhibits, DVDs and Printed Media

Conserving California’s Coastal Riches

S frandisca =, Area

O pictured
Monterey —+

% ~Greyhound Rock
A/ County Park

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) preserve
special underwater places and their marine life.
California is leading the nation by creating a
statewide network of MPAs.

Marine Protected Areas
Safeguard Our Ocean Treasures

Ano Nuevo and Greyhound Rock MPAs are biodiversity hotspots. Like parks
on land, these underwater oases protect countless species of fish,
seabirds, and marine mammals, You can hear elephant seals roar while
watching pelicans and marbled murrelets soar. Beneath the waves, a
canopy of kelp shelters marine invertebrates ~ vibrant sea stars, creeping
abalone, and prickly sea urchins. Here and in other MPAs along the coast,
species such as rockfish live long enough to reproduce and thrive.
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Marine Protected Areas =
B Preserve marine habitats
B Allow marine life to thrive
1 Conserve natural diversity

1 Make great places for education,
research, and fun

% N Learn more at: www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/

Sloughs aind wetlands provide rich habitat for a diverse ra
nt and animal species.

Giant el Canary Rockfih

wuw.CalOceans.org

A e s ST RO
and flow of life between habitats vital to the
health of marine ecosystems.

nd restore habitats
ean wildl(fe

NDERWATER PARKS

e

-_—

ational Management Ares

Afo Nuevo and Greyhound Rock State Marine Conservation Areas

Logend
3 s Newny

@l Maroo Mammai Rookery

Monterey Bay
Natwonal Marme

sanctuary

Greyhound Rock
State Marine

Afio Nuevo and
Greyhound Rock MPAs

MPA

Afio Nuevo
SMCA
Grayhound
Rock SMCA

Regulations

Recreational




Educate, Engage and Empower
Activities and Programs
Wi




uture of California MPAS?

Ensure healthy sustainable
ocean resources for all
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