
Mats Karlsson – transcription originale en anglais par Militants de l’Espoir à Gauche avec 

Ségolène Royal : 

« I’ve been coming to Symi over the years, and found it extraordinary inspiring, and also 

those who come here come from a broad family, and they will bring enormous experience 

together, and over the years we’ve addressed very difficult subjects such as international 

cooperation peace and security development, but this year is special because it’s a year that 

is very important for Greece, very decisive for Greece economy, for creation of jobs and a 

good future. So this time we really hope that we can bring some of our experiences to bear on 

the many difficult choices that Greece faces. George Papandreou has been inspiring us in the 

past, and his leadership now is very important for Greece, so let’s see if we can bring some of 

our economic experience to bear as he guides the country.  

Well I think in a way it’s the accumulation of challenges. Papandreou is saying, you know we 

need to bring the house in order, and that has a lot of implications for the government, but 

also for the economy. This morning we heard minister of Economy Louka Katseli speak about 

the many challenges to the private sector, to the business environment. And obviously when 

you discuss it, the ultimate objective is to create more jobs, and that can only come from the 

private sector, and from what I understand, there is a slight turn around now but it’s going to 

take a long time before you create jobs on a broad scale, and I think prioritization and 

implementation is going to be the key thing to follow through, it’s not just about new laws, but 

it’s going through deeply into the administration system to simplify and open up the dynamics 

of job creation. » 


