
Save Hassan Fathy's
 
e'N Gourna 

To a somewhat general indiHerence, a modern Egyptian village 

of outstonding artistic and heritoge value is shamelessly negleded 

and allowed to detay and crumble. But archited Hassan Fathy's New Gourna 

village should not disappear. There, an extraordinary formai modern 

architectural language emphasizes the lessons of know-how, human solidarity 

and appropriate technology placed in the hands of an underprivileged 

community. New Gourna really ought to live on in order to show future 

generotions, as the architect would have wished, the possibilities of 

well-reasoned development in an emergent country. 

LEIlA El·WAKll 
AND NADIA RADWAN 

HASSAN FATHY 

Hassan Fathy (1900-1989) was 

among the most important architects 
of Africa and the Middle East. 

As an intellectual, writer, humanist, 

architect and scientist, he 

considerably influenced gen rations 

of architects and engineers 

throughout the world. He was born 

in Alexandria and worked mainly 

in Egypt except for the five years he 
spent in Greeee where he worked 

in the very cosmopolitan Doxiades 

Agency in Athens (1957-1962). 
He became internationally famous 

after the publication of Couma, 
a Tale of Iwo Villages in 1969, 

published again in 1973 under 

the title of Architecture for the Poor: 
An Experiment in Rural Egypt. 
The tremendous impact of the book 

shook the world and had significant 

repercussions in Western academic 
circles 

The depth of Hassan Fathy's 
onthropological thinking, his 

genuine social concern and the 
wisdom of the reasoning 

underlying his architectural 

experience were internation lIy 

acclaimed but still need to be fully 

absorbed in the age of sustainable 

d velopment we ore presently 

entering. The notion of "appropriate 

technology" formulated by Fathy 
at the tvvilight of his life has not 

been sufficiently acknowledged, 

in particular in emergent countries. 

Fathy was prolific and passionately 
involved in many subjects. His 

projects were varied, from his 

1930s reinforc d concrete 

constructions and private residences 

built with stone to projects for an 

'Ideal City' in Baghdad and Karachi 
du ring his Greek period. He 

addressed ail types of briefs such 

as villas, farms, mosques, social 

health centers, schools, theaters, 

peasant villages and tourist villages. 

As a researcher in the field of 

architecture and construction, he 

devised construction technologies 

solutions for hot and arid climates. 

Fathy, driven by a very strang 

social involvement underpinned by 

nationalist feelings, strived to work 

out adequate low-cost schemes 
drawn from the ancestral genius 

of the place, primarily For Egypt 
and then for the Arab and 

African counties where he was 

commissioned. The notion of 

'situated architecture' finds in him 

one of its champions. His unvarying 

concern was the integration of 
the building to its environ ment, 

finding inspiration in any possible 

heritage and answering the 
conditions imposed by the site. 

Fathy defended traditionol 
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Docomomo International is a non-profit organi olion
 

dedicated to the Documentation and COnservation of buildings,
 

sites and neighborhoods of the Modern MOvement.
 

It aims at:
 

- Bringing the significance of the architecture of the modern movement
 

to the attention of the public, the public authorities, the professionals
 

and the educational community.
 

- IdentiFying and promoting the surveying of the modern movement's
 

works.
 

- Fostering and disseminating the development of appropriate
 

techniques and methods of conservation.
 

- Opposing destruction and disfigurement of significant works.
 

- Gathering funds for documentation and conservation
 

- Exploring and developing knowledge of the modern movement.
 

Docomomo International wishes to extend its field of actions to new
 

territories, establish new partnerships with institutions, organizations
 

and NGOs active in the area of modern architecture, develop and
 

publish the international register, and en large the scope of its activities
 

in the realm of research, documentation and education.
 

Docomomo International est une organisation non
 
gouvernementale dont la mission est la DOcumentation et
 
la COnseravtion de l'architecture, des sites et du patrimoine bâti
 
du MOuvement Moderne.
 
Ses obiectifs visent à :
 
- Révéler l'importance du mouvement moderne à l'attention du public,
 
des autorités, des professionnels et de la communauté scientifique.
 
- Identifier et promouvoir l'ensemble des œuvres du mouvement
 
moderne.
 
- Aider au développement et à la dissémination des techniques
 
et des méthodes de conservation.
 
- S'opposer à la destruction et à la défiguration des œuvres
 
architecturales importantes.
 
- Collecter des fonds pour la documentation et la conservation.
 
- Explorer et développer la connaissance du mouvement moderne.
 

Docomomo International se propose également de développer
 
ses activités vers de nouveaux territoires, d'établir de nouveaux
 
partenariats avec des institutions, des organisations et des ONG aelives
 
dans le domaine de l'architecture moderne, de compléter et de
 
publier l'inventaire international et d'élargir ses actions dans le cadre
 
de la recherche, de la documentation et de l'éducation
 

...
 


