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How do we get from here



To here



Background

·1995 - OKC brought about need for standards

·2001 - 911 highlighted need for high-level 
training/testing

·2004 ɀfunding for canine program

·34% Pass Rate at this point

·Two levels of certification  

·2008 ɀone level ɀAdvanced

·Basic test now an Assessment



Today
·Pass Rate is about 72%

·About 250 certified teams (need 336)



Selection & Screening
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Testing vsDeployment

·Testing CANNOT replicate disaster missions

·Testing CAN indentify and extract skill sets needed for 
effective, efficient, successful disaster search



Foundation Skills Assessment

·After formal Screening for potential canine candidate

·The FSA assesses:

·Sociability/Aggression

·Obedience

·Bark Alert

·Agility

·Direction & Control

·Rubble Search



Obedience

·Pack Drive 
Desire to work 

with Handler



Bark Alert
·Assesses independent focused commitment to live 

human scent



Agility

·Assesses willingness to cross variety of props and 
surfaces



Direction & Control

·Assesses communication between handler and dog at 
a distance



Rubble Search

·Assesses the drive

of the dog to search 

in an alien environment 

for trapped people



The Certification Evaluation

·After successful completion of the FSA

·Two large debris sites

·Full Access

·Limited Access

·Includes distractions (food/clothes/animals/noise)

·No false alerts permitted

·Unknown number of victims on each site

·Recertification every 3 years (with FSA)



FEMA Disaster Certification is the 
highest national certification



Testing for Reality



Obedience



Bark Alert



Agility



Directability



Rubble Search

Decomposing        
Bodies

Loose Animals



Testing for the balanced dog

·Focused 

Search 

Drive

·Pack Drive

·Nerve 

Strength

·Sociability


