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Every copy of the AMORC MONOGRATPHS 15 the property of
the AMORC College Library of the A. M. O. R. C.
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ANYONE, NOR CAN IT BE SOLD OR OTHERWISE DIS-
POSED OF EXCEPT AS STATED ABOVE.

Coronight, 1918, by
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THE VILLAGE OF THE DEVIL

LT
INTRODUCTION

At lazt the stery iz foldl  Strange, mystical and instructive, this story s one
of the oldest traditiens of cur Order in France. |t is the story told at the fire-
ades of the homes of the oldest my:tics of France and one which never fatls 1o
reveal the minds and lives of lhe provincials of Frapce in the days when mysbiciam
was tn 1ls glory and so-called modern civilization waz in the making,

The question has often been asked: “Did the lmperator Lave any further
expeniences in France after his Iniliation into the Order on 1he aight of August

12, 19097»"

The account of my journey to France, ss published im the May, 199106, issue
of the American Rosae Crucis, was replele with incidents and experiences which
have inlerested many of cur members; bui that account did rat explain 1n detail
the olher perscnal experiences which constituled my Further schoobng i the
m}rsleriﬂs _uf gur Order and which are unhr vaguel}' hinted a1 1m \'a:inus wIitiuga
wm our former publicalion.

[ have never felt at Bbery, however, to recount these sacred and more or leas
secrel experiences in & public magarine and have Feit that most cf them should be
told m a more personal and hearl-to-heart manner. The opporlunily is now offered
for such private communicalion belween wy Brothers and Sisters and myself, and

I have inauguraied the siory-telling Ly ofeiing this lale of the Village of the Dewl
in lis issue of CROMAAT,

I cuy this is » story; but in truth il is a misture of fact, fiction and tradition.
Of the traditional parts much also may be fact,

It may be of interest 10 know how Ihe slory came to me. On my way north
from Toulcuse 1o Paris [ slopped at variows cities where there were Rosazcrucians
or Rusaecrucian Temples, shrines or relics. 1 was guided in this journey Ihrough
the Rosaecrucian land of mysticism by Masters and Brothers of the Order who
Inow where ihe stranpest sights and most weird expericnces are lo be found.
Finally I reached Monipellier again, alier passing through Nimes snd other
lecaliies describéd in this story. In Monipellier 1 met some of the oldest (and
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retired) officers of cur Order in France and in & very cold building where once our
E'rcrcr held its convocations, surrcunded by many relics and in the midst of intense
vibrations, | sat znd listened to the story which 1 have asgmented For publicalion
here.

Bul 1 was not satishied with the hearing of the story—ner should my reader be.
| askeéd the privilege of visiting the Villape of the Devil, and there, in person.
:‘lt‘.p:;‘irﬁncihg the steanpe influences which possibly no other American has over
eiperienced pod which even the mosi determined tourists of France have not
suceteded inﬂlﬂtaling.

In addition to ihe perzonal experience, which verifad 1he prealer parl of the
sh::r]r, 1 spent several days searching through the rare Rosaecrucian archives for
historical and recorded evidence of the facts and Iradifional slalemenls mads in
conneclian with the exislence of the Vl]fage.

The slory as | now te)l it containg all the verifications which were pomible to
obtain. I have written the slory in the form of a persomally conducled tour to
the village, not in the way in which I persomally reached the place, but in the
manner by which our Brothers and Sisters may reach it. In Fact, when our party
of Rosaecrucian tourists frem America teach France in 1919 on their way to
Toulouse and cvcnlually Egypt, 1 hnpe 1o p:rmna“y conduct the party to the Village
of the Devil in just the manner described in this story,

My readers will note wilth what deteil and exactness 1 have piven the lecation
of the Village and of ell the points necessary in reaching it and appreciating s
eiistence. | here has been no altempt to veil its location or withold a single fack
refating 1o my joumney there, All that the stedent of the story will require ta make
plein the precise environmenl of the Village will be & map of Southersm France;
and on lhe larger maps, such as those issued by the Freach government, {and to be
found in all large American libraries) one will find the cities of MNMontpelther and
Montpellierette and the other villages mentioned, And, even on the common maps
of France one mey see in the scuth of the conntry the mountain range marked
Cevennes Mountains and the River Tarn. In that section where the Tamm passes
through the Cevennes are the Black Mountains—the canyons 1o which ome mast

travel to visil the Villape of the Dewil,

“There is one question which will probably be asked by many readers un!eu
I anticipate it. “"Why liave you not shown some piclures of the Village?” 1
cannot show them becanse 1 did not make any, 1 was warned pot to altempt te
make any piclares of lhe Villape and sccordingly | did nol take my camera with
me on \his irip. Pictures have always heen Forbidden and 1 trust that none wifl
ever be taken of this place; for thrse who would see the sights described hercin
must journey to the place and personally view the sights, The Village of the Devil
is mote than a place which car be pictured; it is truly & condition of mmd nnd aoul
as well, which cannot be p!ciurecl

And new let me guide my readers to France an a personelly conducted tour.
Sit comlortably in an easy chair where all i1 quist and journey with me across
great spaces lo a mystic land, leaving hchind you the modernism of today and the
conscicushess of your physical presence while mentally you project your' real
self 1o the land we fove so dearly.

We are indebled to the Master of Delta Lodge, No. 1, AL M. O.R. C.. in
Phitadelphin, Pa., for the Beautiful frontispiece etching of the Chatean D" Aragon

in Monlpellier. THE AuTHOA,
]



The Uillage of the Beuil
(9o o La—

CHAPTER ONE

it is generally conceded that Europe possesses the most interesiing
monumenls of history. Americans especially make Europe their ulii-
mate goal when planning a genuine sight-seeing lrip, and few indeed are
there of wealth or even moderate means who do not harbor an innate
love for the beaulies of France, England, Spain, ltaly, Switzerland
and Cermany.

It canmot be said that this love for Europe is inspired by the fact
that only in Eurdpe can we find the ear-marks, so {o speak, of the birth
of the human race. While admitting that abroad we see the monumental
evidences of the beginning of civilization, we are forced o admil, or at
lcast give credence to the lheory, thal the earliest malerial evidence of
human existence upon this earth is to be jound in the caves or cliff-
dwellings of the early mound-builders whose peculiar constructive work
is still to be found along the Ohio River in the United Stales; and
while we accept the scientisis’ claims that these prehistoric edifices ante-
date all known records of men, we may or may nol accept the theory
thal the Chio valley was the origmal “Carden of Eden.” |

The charm of Europe, however, does not exist altogether in ifs
magnificent ruins and inspiring historical remains; but in the more subtle
magnelism of ils poctic romance and the mysticism of its iradilions.

In this respect France is the most popular. and, rightly, the most
interesting. 1is history from the days of the Gauls through the 8th, 9th,
10th and up to the I5th century is one confinuous tale of mystery,
romance. valor. sacrifice and achievement. [is literature of these days
— the songs of the troubadours in their romance tongue, and the monkish
latin historical documenis—alike revel in the delightful incidenis so dear
to the lover of French history and French mysticism.
| The Courts of Lave, the Flower Feies, the vartous roval ceremontes
in the chateaux of the Counts, Dukes, Lords and Kings, the imposing
crusades, the romanlic struggles for the hands of the beautiful heiresses,
and the regal wars against religion, the suppression of vice and the loss
of property and title—all these vie in their impressiveness and emolional
seitings. These were the days of pleasure, love and war, and France
more than any other country, was the stage upon which the fruly great
scencs of life have been so wonderfully and fatally porirayed.
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Should onc wonder, then, that the Frenchman is prood of his
countlrn, of its hisfory and of its thousands of historical monumenls, of
which many lie in forlorn ruin and equally as many have been resinred
ar rebuilt by a commission of scientists, architects and liistorians, which
labar diligently 1o preserve for fulure genieralions of  Hstorv-loving
tourists, the most ancient and historical of the many chateaux, citadels,
castles, fords, walls, churches and myslic shr;r'ncs:]

It is apparent to cven the most casnal tourist of Southern France that
the provincial natives comsider these monuments of history as personal
assels.  They bring lo their villas « comtinuous train of tourisis from all
parts of the world, who by their extended visits, patronize their hotels,
restaurants, sleres, rood-houses, garaves and lécal means of iransporta-
tion.  The native finds in the lourisi an incentive to keep thoroughly
posted on the facts velating fo cxisting ruins, the legends of those mow
¢one and the hislory of those being preserved. e is always alive to
the epportunity fo act as a guide—-al a small fec—and takes spectal -
delight in beig able fo poimt out many nenw and unsispected wonders.

Is it not sirange, then, that in Seutharn France, in the midst of
seclions where tourists travel the most, where arlists wander vearly pre-
partng the many books we now have on the “Chateaux of France” and
the “"Monamenis of France,” and where the natives are ever seeling
new pous of alluring interes! to the tourist, there should have existed,
unknown la the outer world until 1883, one of the most marvclows,
weird and musterious citics in the whole world?  And, stranger still is
the fact thal until the present fime, in the story the auther now presents,
dhis city of mystert has been unchronicled, its true history untold,
and its beauly unpiclured, L ‘

Defore attempling fo toke my reader upon a personally conducted
four fo this wonder of wonders, it is well that I describe some of the
historic features of the surrounding cilies in order that one may the
more naturally comprehend the significance of the history and legend of
the VILLE DU DIABLE. And this can be accomplished more .
inferestingly by describing the ordinary roule o this city frem thel of
Paris. - - -

Paris is the kub from which the various. railroad lines radialc and
we can make the trip {o Soulhern France by night by leaving at about.
7:30 P. M. and go by way of Dijon and Lyon to Avignon, where we.
must change cars. We arrive here carly in the morning, and after a

hreakfast we find thal there are several hours in which we can con-.
veniently view the monuments of this cily. . | |

Avignon is a cily of 41,000 inhabitanis, the capitol of the departs:
ment of Vaucluse. It is siluated on the left bank of the Rhone and in-
the background rises an inmense rock upon which we sec the encieni:
Palace of the Popes, where from 1305 to 1377 seven sucéessive Popes
reigned here prior to the eslablishment of the Vaticon at Rome. We

R



exsmme e (.'E[_’u Walls butlt in the |44k cenlury by ihe Pup::.i. l‘h::n_
visti the Cathedral bailt tn V1th cerdury (plaindy shewing where it huas
Lot rebucdt and remodeled) and then, destring to reach our desiinalion
as quicl by as possible, we lake un emnibus and cross the river 1o Ville-
newve-lus-Avignon te vistt the Forl Si. Andrd.  This beantiful monu-
mend of architecture s considered one of the rarest of the kind built
i the ouddle ages. s impesing front. ifs nighty and  war-lile
apiearance, showing plainly many evidences of siraggle and stiife, ds
noé lead wne lo thisf that within its palls and lowers ure o peacefid
convenl aird several houses comiuining very poor families.

e retirn to the CAHL and depart for Mimes, the next importin
ufu O oiir role,

ftis necessary fo spenJ one whole d'uy in Nimes in order to becone
~acqueinded with the many antiquitics of special imterest to the nivstic.

Ii7¢ find this city lo be a typical, prosperous provincial town of
absut 70,000 inkabitants, beautifully located at the Southern extrzmity
o} hills which jein the Cevennes {the Recky Mountains of France).
- Lefore us is spread a beantiful boulevaerd mhosce trees amply shade us
as We reircal from the -hot sun.  Before visiting the many sighls we
inquire regarding the history of the city and' learn that in 3. C. 121
this ciiy was called NEMAUSUS by the Romans and that it was
the cajiul of the Velcae Arecomici.  {t became one of the principal
colviiies of the Gauls whe look particalar delight in embellishing it and
B erucls 't.ET nictity af the b:-:,um,f il Ir’HlIrJ”l“,‘j and monuments we ure ﬂhau[
i sce.  Doring the 1Oth -end V1t centuries this city was the propertd
of and ruled by the Counts of Touvlouse, from Cuillaume in 800 A. D.
ls the Tong fine of Ruymunds ending in 1222.%  Untl 1704, during
the wars of religion, il supfered nwch because three-fourths of its pop-
wlaiion had ebraced Profestantism and it (s doduy un imporfaitt lown
i this respect.

It wus alse the seal of much strife during the 12th century when
the Raymunds Vi and VI were being proseculed and excommunicated
for permilling heretics and mystics in their dowains, and everywhere
we find evidences of war, rebellion and defeat. .

Pussing up the main boulevard (Feucheres) frem the Garé, e
see before us, facg the Esplanade, the Arena, or Awmphitheatre.  ft
was built daving the Vst or 2nd centuries and is ypical of the Roman
archileclure. i is in the form of an cllipse, 146 yards fong, |11 wide
and 70 feot hivh.  [is exterior is in betler condition than those of Rome
because of the Commission’s constanl resloration and hecunse here, on

*The genealogy and hestory of these Ravnumnds was set forth in an
article in the Novewber, VN7, isve of the American ROSAE
CRUCIS.



many Sundays throughout the year, as many as 24,000 spectalors see
fypical Spanish Bull-fights; the city being under Socialisi goverament
the money thus derived from a pleasure which the provincial natives
themselves abhor is used for the good of the communily.

We turn and follow the beautiful boulevard VICTOR HUGQO,
where we find an open square, and facing THE THEATRE we see
the ancienl and strange MAISON CARREE. N is one of the
finest and besi preserved Reman temples in existence, 76 feel long, 40
feet wide and 40 high, with 30 unusuelly beauiiful Corinthian columns.
The date of its building i&s unknown, it being credited to the period of
Aungustus and the Antoinincs; and foundations discovered recently
show that it was probebly located in the centre of other imporiant
buildings. [t is this building, whose perpendicular and horizontal lines
are sirangely curved, that was imilated when the Notre Dame was built
tn Paris. The Maison Carree now conlains ancient French coins and
some sculpiures.

We continue a few blocks further and there we enter the fARDIN
DE LA FONTAINE, with its strange canals which feed water o

this city in summer when waler is very scarce and have their origin in
the Roman baths beyond, This garden and its canals were originally
of Roman censiruction bul were greatly beautificd and enlarged by
- many miles by King Leuis in the (8th century.

At the side of the garden ts the ancienl Temple of Diana, a
beautiful sight and il showing in its ruins the roems of Digna end
the rare carvings. Close by are the old Roman baths for men and
women; the former being a stagnant pool now, enclosed by high
marble walls; and we are warned no! lo approach the steps leading to
the water oo closely for ““no one has ever learned the depth of the pool,
and all who have fallen into il never returned,” says the pleasing
guide. The women's baths, so often referred {o in romances and a3
often piclured in paintings and etchings are really magnificent and are
below the streel level under a private weallk and enclosed by rows of
columns, |

Further on, oulside of the city, we see the mysterious Roman
ruins of some unknown building, never as vel given a nome except thal

of "'Les Tron Pilers."

We now hasten on to Monlpellier, another ancient city end one
which has considerable conneclion with the history of the Viflage of the
Devil, -

Bul before enlering this ciiy we must begin Ihe strange and
romanlic story which links these Iwo cilics logether and whech, for the
first time, reveals the legendary secref of our sfrange mysterious goal.
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CHAPTER TWO

The whole Southern part of France was at one lime part of the
Roman Empire, and Caesar in his “Commentaries” describes these
regions as GAUL. lis history from then until its possession by ihe
Franks, the Normans and the English is exceedingly inleresting, but
has no place here except to introduce into this story one of the characters
heretofore unknown as associated in any way with the Village of ihe

Devdl,

During the first few centuries after Christ, France was governed
mostly by the various Counls and Lords of ifs provinces. A bing at
that time was nominal as far as his influcnce over these southern

SENECHAUSEES was concerned.

Toulouse and ils county of the same name, Fnown lo the Romans
as Tolosa, was always the centre of exiernal sirife and warfare; for
its possession mecnl nol only powerful rulership of wast lands and
wealthy lowns and producls, but such rolership gave influence fo
conquer and rule over olher adjoining counties and towns. Thus, the
zeal fo become Count or Lord of Toulousc was shown by every
European nalion, and after Pepin the Short ceased lo exercise such
rulership, Charlemagne, the great ruler of France and Germany, under-
ool to sclect the second Couni. This, of course, was a new method
to thase who had believed that warfare and possession of the land gave:
governing autherity,

1 he man chosen by Charlemagne was Cuillaume. In these days
there were no family or surnames and this Guillaume, like many others,
was given a second name because of some peculiarity, and thus we find.

him cafled Guillawme Cortnez (from AU CORT NEZ).

He was a son of Count Theadoric and as Count of Toulouse fhf.i;
Guillaume fad mediale or immediate rule over the County of Toulouse

with its many villas, and also over the imporiant and ancient cilies of
Beziers, Nimes, Agde, Maguelon, Lodeve and Uzes. The hisiory

of this man, in the many peculiar French mamuscripts, is remark-
able for its nuncrous legends, chronicles and poems of praise, notably:

LE CHARROY DE NISMES and LE MOINACE DE
CUILLAUME., He was a sincerely religions man and a lover of
peace and fuslice. _

In a rare account of his life we find the following incidcnt of
inlerest o this slory:

“He sought a place for a monaslery where those, lke himself,
sincere in their religious beliefs and desiring quiet and peace, might
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worship undisturbed by the wars constantly being waged aboul them,
He found, in the mountains of Lodeve (in the very district where we
shall visit the Village of the Devil) one gorpe closed and profound,
~favorable by its ISOLMENT, for meditation and praver, In effect,
in the middle of the savage sioht, surrounded by enormous masses of
granile was this beauliful platcau, whercon Guillaume decided o
buidd one of the most famous monasieries of Eurgpe.”

{'lie monastery was buil! claborately and magnificently of thal rare
while granite which is so plentiful tn this section of France; and it
rase maofestically amid the other rocks of durk and tinted colors.
Gutllaumc’s intention was to call this monastery the Abbey de Cellon, «
npame which ts aften wsed for it in ancienl manuscripts; bul afler
Guillaume's death, when il was consecrated by the Pope. it mas named
the . abbey of SAINT-GUHLEM-DU-DESERT, n honor of its

founder and in souvenir of tts deseried location,

Guillaume died tn 812 or 813, fn two ancient charls, dated in
the 34th vear of the nzfgn of Charlemagne (B804 A. D)) there appears
ihe fact that he left, besides several sons, lwo daughicrs, Albane and
Berthe, f1 is with these {wo sisters that we must begin the foundation
of the bnown history of the Village of the Devil

{f we are to belicve the troubadours and the monks of these days,
whe were so careful to chronicle the smallest detail, we must befieve
thai these Two sislers mere extremely beautiful.  Beauty in those days
was nol of the standard of todav. These girls were French, not of the
Parisian, bul of the Roman type. [t ts features such os they possessed,
the bcautifully modeled chins, lips, nose and forchead, that we sec in
the rare patrts of the old masters; it was the highest type of that Lalin
charin now alnost exfinct,

And they were young at the time this story begins. In ihese
days Inighiheod was t flower. The ambition of every young mun
was to become a Lord.  The strong, the brave and fearless became the
Counts, the Dukes and Princes. Professions there were none, and tha
trades with ether manual” work, were left 1o the masses. Warfare,
gallaniry and love were the occupations of the young men, and, con-
sequendly, the beautiful and wealthy DAMES were fervently and
steadily courted by these aspiring Princes,

{1 was in these days that the art of serenading became 55 popular.
To be a successful iroubadour, was to be the admiration of all the noble
and gentle ladies, and the envy of every man in the kingdom. Flere we
find lhe erigin of the beaniiful romance lanfiuage and the weird and
captivaling pocms of love. The troubadour, young of old, with some
musical instrument  strang  over his shoulder and clad in the knec
brecches and cloals so popular then, mwas alvays welcome at the reyal
ceremontes, and the Queen’s chamber or courl was always open o
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him.  He would sit for hours, and, surrounded by these noble girls
and women, would cempose and sing words of luve and admiration,
while they would shorer upon him flowers of many colors. Here, too,
was the origin of the famous [Flower Fetes, and the Courls of Love.

{t was in this menner that Albane and Berthe were couried.
Beautiful, young and noble, they were famed for their virtwe. Their
home was a strange old stone castle built upan the pinnacle of a large
rock situaled in the mountains leading to the Village of the Devil. Here
they led a most enjovable life, constantly courted by Dubkes, Lords,
Counts, Viscounls and Princes und ot all fimes the centre of every
conceivable form of entertainment.

{n addition to their charms, they were wealthy. Considerable
property had been given lo them by their father, and since it covered

a large and prosperous ferritory, there were always among their admirers
those who sought fo abtain possession of it threugh marriage.

And thus the two sisiers evenlually became engaged 1o two
brothers, Ms, Jean and Pierre De Almond. Liitle s known of these
two, except thal they were gallan!, romantic in their songs and ardent
in their scemingly sincere love for the two girls. T hey were not of noble
birth, but “cunming as a fox, and diligent in their aspiring fortilude.”
Almays tegether, always intoxicated with plans for overthrowing king-
doms with their power, and always holding themselves aloft from the

ether gallants of the day, it is litile wonder that they were considered
as suspicious characlers,

“The Devil's pair’” was a common name for them: and “Frers

du Diable” sccmed to be the most apt description of fohn and Peler
de Almond.

T heir home was situaled in the mountatns in the vicinity of Millau;
and these black mcouniains scemed lo cloak the actual location of their
claimed chaleau, Al least no positive knowledge is evidenced as 1o ifs
cxacl sttualion, bul from circumstances now o be related, ot is apparent
that. iheir chaleau or castle must have been in the immediate vicinity of

The Village of the Dewil.

Cerlain it is, that all this land was owned by these two FIRGCINS,
Albane and Berthe, a name given to them because of their undoubled
purity even theugh in constan! company with such suspicious characters
as these (wo brothers. And still more cortoin is the fact thal these
two brothers desired to marry Albane and Berthe only that they might
obtain possession of this land.

Rumors began to spread thal Jean and Pierre held nighily con-
ferences with his Salanic Majesty; for, did not many see, in the

mountains near 1.A ROQUE STE. MARGUERITE., midnight fires

of brilliant red? And, were nol these conferences and signals followed
by dire resulls in war and pestilence ?
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No wonder that these mountains became forsaken in the localilves
nhere small fowns were siluated! The provincial French were a
mystic people and were awailing the predicted secand coming of Christ
or the end of the world; and the year V000 (when this mas lo take
place) was rapidly approaching, bringing with i every conceivable
form of superstiion.  Thousands were forsaking thetr homes, their
friends and their wealth to jfourney to Jerusalem, that the coming of the
Laord might jind them within Holy precincts; and the thieving and
cunning look advanfage of these fears of the ignorani o sccure power
and wealth.

Jusi why these two brothers and twae sislers never married s a
maiter of conjecture. But the legends relate that it became fairly
well established thal john and Peler were in some myslerious way
associated with all tha! was evil, unforfunale and repulsive and thal.

bterally, if not in fact, they were FRERES DU DIABLE. When
this idea kad implanted itself into the minds and hearts of Albane
and Berthe, and when they discovered that possession of thetr property
was the brothers' only mative, it was only natural that they should look
with scorn upon their propesals and reject them with rebuke and disdain.

Bul this added only wreth te thewr many evil qualities and soon
these two brothers were the subject of much discussion throughou! the
kingdoms of Southern France; and much attention al the lime was
directed to the Canons of the Tarn where, in the Black mouniains,
was supposed lo dwell these two in some mysierious village.

Albarne and Berthe, disappointed nof only i their love, but in
their faith in mankind in general, agreed henceforth to live a life of
celibacy and religious activity, and a few months later retired to a
coment built by order of their father seme lime previous {o his death
and which wes localed in the mountains some dislance from thal
bearing his name.

Thetr chateaw, built upen the rocks. and now deserled, was given
the name of PECH DES DEUX VIERCES¥ This chateau
became farmous as the birth place of a brother of these two virgins,
_&rmnm as St. Fulcran, who was at one time a bishop of Lodeve,

In ithe “IIFE OF S8ST. FULCRAN, BISHOP OF
LODEVE"Y we find these facts set forth, end in a rare and precious
manuscript which was discovered at Campous, where many monks retired
after their expulsion from the abbey of Si.-Gaillem-du-Desert in 1790,
and which is now among the manuscripls possessed by M. Auguy de
iVlll‘],l of Cignac, France, we find the following inferesting facts:

?‘Tﬁc Rock of the Two Virgin.
A4 wery rare manuscript of umusual nterest to. myshes.
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“There is a kegend tn @ manuscript regarding Si. Guillaume, en-
ttled "LE CALIIA CHRISTIANA NOV A LE PLACE LE 34
which states that the Two Virging (Deux Vierges) were of the antigue
family of Montpcyroux. One can still see, on the craler of a msuniain,
situated on one side of Montepeyroux a hermiloge in ruins and some
vesliges of this chateau where was born Saint Fulcran who was its Lord.
It was called the CHATEAU DES DEUX VIERCES because of
fwe sisfers of the same Saint Fulcran who lived in celibacy AND ONE
OF WHOM ISTO THIS DAY KNOWN A5 A SAINT.”

But befere these two virgins retired lo the convent, they expressed
their utter disgust for earthly matters by rencuncing all claim o their
property.  Their particular molive was {o mabe barren all that seclion
of their properly which was within the precincts of the black mountains.

But in doing this they realized thai the many little villas situated
thercin would suffer and many would be deprived of their homes and
lands. Consequently these two sisters decided to found a large cily
where all who then lived in the Bluck Mountains might have free ground
and the other necessities of life. Afler careful consideralion they
selected as the site for this new cily two divistans of their land situated
on the banls of the Lez, about ten miles from the Mediterranean Sea.
These tmo sections they called MONTPELIER and MONTPEL-
TERETTE (from memory of the great bald mountain MONT-PELE,
which was sifuated in the mist of the Blackh Mountains).

T hese facls are verified by slafemenis lo be found in VER-
DALES RECORDS in the follawing words:

“From all time thére has been a well-founded tradition supporicd
Ey the public archives, which states that two sisters founded the cily
of Monipellicr. One possessed Montpellier and the ether Montpellicretie
adjoining. They were of ancient nobility, for it is proven that they

were sisters of goodly Samt Fulcran, one time beloved Bishop of
Lodeve.™

In the testament of this Si. Fulcran, which may be found in the
ancient archives of Lodeve, and which is duled: “made on the 4th of
February under the retgn of [esus Christ while hoping for @ King.”
hic menttons these twe sisters, and calls them DAMES DE MONT-
PELLIER, “because,”’ says the commenior, “'ihcy were responsible for
the origin of this village.”

The two sisters demanded that a commission be appointed to
govern this city and that if should be built, managed and mainiained
on progressive lines for the general education and uplifi of ils inhabitants.
How well these plans succeeded may be seen by visiting the city today,

and noting, as we shall do in a few minufes, the many historical sights.
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Craduclly every home in the Black Mountains was deseried; and.
when the year 1000 came and Cod did not visit ihe carth or cause ils
destruction, thousands returned to France from the Holp Land to begin
Iife anew. Montpellier, with its sirange boundary wells, became thickly
populated and by the middle of the 11th century all knowledge of the
old villages in the Black Mounlains, and especially the village where
lived the BROTHERS OF THE DEVIL, was forgolten and one

part of France, once famous and infamous, was lost in oblivion.




CHAPTER THREE

Let us new continue our journey by leaving the station al Monl
pellier and walbing up the main sirect.—RUE MACUELONE., We
notice that moedern Montpellier is a city of abeul 57,000 inhabitants,
clean and cheerful and sirangcly white.  This is due o the white lime-
stone of the ground which lies pulverized upon the roads and strecls
and which the high winds keep consianily blowing over the buildings
made of white rock. The appearance s like a cily in a snow storm,
for even the irces are always covered with this while powder and all
the buildings are closely blinded with shutters thus whitened, While
the effect is pleasing, and cooling in the shade. it requires onc lo keep
well veiled when lravelling, especially in automobiles: and in the sunm
it is anything but pleasing o stare inte the reflecicd glaze of white
light.

The streels arc shorl and crooked, narrow and roughly paved.
The buildings are generally very old and if e turn into some of the
alleys we find many historical buildings being occupied by indusiries of
modern times: for Monipellier ts siill progressive and cares naught for
ils antiqutfics.

On one side street or alley, unnamed, we can see the old Chaicas
de Aragon whers Dona Marie, Lady of Montpellier, lived and from
which home she emerged in staiely robes to become the Queen of
Aragon in 1200. 11 it interesting, as a typical expericnce, lo enler this
old stone chatcau, [ls broad cnfrance, seen even in modern French
buildings, designed to allow passage for horses and carriages, is paved
inside the building with cobble-stones, and io one side is e very narrow
door leading to cireular stone statrs, aboul three feet wide, which give
enirance 1o the various stone rooms and halls. While the main building
looks small from the oulsidc, we find that inside the adjeining buildings
are all connected with secret passages and in many of the secrel and
oddly clesed rooms one may still sec beautifully carved mantles, doors
and arches. This building, in 1909, while worthy of preservatien for
visitors, was occupicd by a whelesale grocer as a storchouse, and in onc
of the prison rooms a coffee-roasting plant was in consiunt operation,
much 1o the disgust of the antigue and history-loving visitor, while on

two upper floors there mere old Rosaccrucian Lodge rooms which had
been used from 1843 to 1859 by a Grand Lodge of Montpellicr.

Al the end of Rue Maguelone is the Place de la Comedie, adorned
pith the graceful FONTAINE DES TROIS-CRACES, buili in
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{770 and nhich faces the Theafre. At ancther part of the {own wa
see he PEYROU, a fine promenade and parl, and at the sides of
the great ralings of the PEYROU we see iwo stone graups, strangely,
vef claguently, telling the tile of the tweo sisters wha founded the cilp;
one group represenils LOKE QOFERCOMING STRENCTH, and
the other, STRENGTH VANQUISHED BY LOVE. At U
end of the park s the famows CHATEAU [Y EAU, construcied
in 1753,

Let us pow conltnuc on our journey do Millau, situaied about 60
milas distant from Mondpellior an the left bank of the viver Tarn.  This
city was colled AEMILIANUM CASTRUM by the Romans and
is foday a cily of about 16,500 inhabitanis.

Here we enter the CANON D TARN and the Black Maun-
fains, As the name indicates, the Canon of the Tarn is comparable
with the &lebrated Canyon of Celorado and is as wonderful in beauty,
if nal more wanderful 17 conslruction, than the former. ft 15 the most
curivus of the gorges produced in the CAUSSES by the erosion of
the streams during the glacial vpoch w the CEVENNES.

As we enter the Canon we nolice the sheer racls which rise to a
height of from 800 to 1100 feet and that the disiance belween ther
summils varies from enc-half to ihree-quarters of e mile. Here in this
section is the eriginal Black Mouniains, formerly mentioned, and it is
difficull fo imaygine anything more weird and ilinpressive.  Gigantic
ramparts and perpendicular cliffs al one lime everhang the River Tarn
and in other places they relire in Ierraces formed of several siraia of
the limestone end as varied in owtline us they ore in those peculiar
and delicaie colors which secem o vie wilh each other in assuming
sirange marﬁ’mgs. ihr: rocks themsclves are shuvered into a thousand
different shapes and there appears yellow limustone, blacl; schistous marl
and brown and pink dolmile.

In passing through the Canon, and especiaily through the Black
Muunluin section, we musi take strange winding cvurses in order lu
follow any semblance of a path. Al times we are upon some high
and mighly ridge overlooking a vast and bottom{css valley: at other
s we seern fo be descending into the very bowels of the carth und us
the way grows derber and the many small and uninviting caverns are
browusht to our nolice, we do nat remember that this place was claimed as
the dosain of his Satanic Majesiv. And, were it not for the occasional
spring, the few beautifully colored flowers and some vegetation and
vines, we would feel that we were passing through fules Verne's valcanic
entrance to the center of the eurth and tmmedialely refracze our sleps,

But we hasten on lo the village of Pevrelean, situated on the banks
of the fonie, reaching there by way of modern pathis and casing our
wally wupor the backs of mudes.  Flere we prepare for our intcresting

journcy lo the sirange, mysicrious city of The Devil,
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CHAPTER FOUR

In order properly to enjoy and appreciate our visit 1o the Village
of The Devil, we should spend at least two days there, bul since the
village is umnhabiled, il is necessary to spend the nights al Maubrel, a
hamlet several miles distant, which boasts of only a few beds and
accommodations for bul two or three lourists al one fime.

_cht:rﬂn:fcsa we prepare for one whole day by lafking the neces-
sary provisions, foed being unallainable on route. It is necessary o
dress comfortably, but suitably for mouniain climbing and with as litle
legpage as possible,

There are scveral methods of transportation, each having ils
advanlages and disadvantages, bul al Le Rozier, the village adjoining
Pevrelean, we may hire a carriage seating fhree for 15 franks ($3)
and proceed to Mauberl, a ride of two hours. [{ere we secure a guide
and the question of lransporiation to the Village of The Dewvil 1s
decided accerding to the guide we sclect. M., Lavinne, the most populor
of the twa rival guides possesses a tvpical French mule-cart sealing
from fwe lo four persons, and his enthusiasitc arguwments relative 1o the
advaritages of his guidance and means of transporiation are comvincingly
explained by as many gestures as wpords, and it i5 amusing ta see him
hold up his hands in horror and derision when mention s made of
M. Robert who possesses a few mules and who likewise, though less
strenuously, claims his guidence and mule-ride the safest means of
traversing the mounfains.

ff we are alone we accept the mule ride, bul if there are three
or four of us we are lempled to ride in the cart. About one-half
mile distant we enter the borders of the Village of the Devil, and
before actually passing through its stone GATES we oscend the
mourtlatns en the right, where there is sitwaled the ancient CITADEL,
Jormed of rocks, and where, it 1s said, the Devil and his brothers who
sought lo marry Berthe and Alkane, sent forth their midnivht stgnals
of fire and where the ghasily ond willainous consultaltions were held,
From this posifion we can overlook the city in gencral and stop a few
moments lo consider the story of the discovery of this city.

As formerly stated, this village was unbnown te worldly history or
research unttl the year V883. This will not appear sirange to those
who have taken the journey, Until after its discovery there were np,
public guwides to show the winding way, and the city of Maubert, if
it may he called a ciiy, was then unborn and there was no inducement
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for any lourist, no maller how keen his delight in mountain climbing, lo
pass through these black mountains withou!t food or place lo rest.

But in 1883, Mons. L. de Malafosse, @ Roseecrucian, whose
chauteau is near Mende, 35 miles distant, made the wonderful explora-
tion of its location and called the atlention of scientists to it. The
malter greatly interested Mons. E. A. Martel of the French Alpine

Club, who immediately visited the village and drev a plan of its
STREETS AND BOULEV ARDS.

The village is situated upen a plaleau ene and one-half miles square
and il would seem that this platean ifself was especially created by
nalure for the sole purpose of supporting a village; jor, m such a moun-
{ainous region a level plateau of such exienf is remarkable and there

is no paraliel {o it in the whole of Europe, excepl possibly the much
smaller BOIS DE PAIOLIV E,

Now, while Mons. de Malfesse made an explanation eof ils
location and called the alteniton of scientists lo ils existence, I have
ample proof that the Village of the Devil and its surrounding Valley
of the Devil was known (e a few mysiics and lzarmed men many vears
before 1883, for I have in my possession a rare record of the legends
of Auvergne in which mention is made of the supposed council of the
Devil and his two brothers as herelofore described and giving an original
shetch of these devils holding one of their midnight councils; and while
this rare record, which was first brought o light m V838, gives a few
minor defails as fo what was believed lo exist tn the Valley of the
Devil, it dees not altempt to give the complete story of the exislence
of the village and of the romance connected with il.

Therefore, Mons. de Malfosse did net discover an hitherto unknown
village, but, rather, rediscovered whal was publicly and generally
unkrnown. o quote de Malfosse in his eriginal report: “We cannot,
withovi having seen it, form an idea of this collecfion of apparent
ruins, where, by the side of rocks representing gigantic monsiers are
fecsimiles of tmposing monuments. The whole entangled mass of
sireets, arches, passages and projecling cornices, somelimes inlersecling
ane another at right angles, as in a town laid ont by line, somefimes
forming a cresceni or square, is a veritable laburinth of about 500 acres.
[solated rocks, in the shape of lowers or pyramids, are more than 300
feet high and some of the STREETS pass between rows of
EDIFICES 100 to 200 fect high. The whole of this huge space is

abandoned to complete solitude.”

This description presents the piciure we see from the old citadel
on iis borders. Now let us descend the rock and enter the city itself
by way of the main sireel, called the BOULEVARD DIABOLO.

We are al once impressed with the fact that no hand of man ever
{aid oul this city; for we cannal beficve that there ever exisied a brain
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so feriile in fanlastic creation and se weird in construciive delail, as
the intellisence whi-h amst have guided the building or planming of
this strange city.  And vet! Whe can say that nalure alone, even in
her wildest dreams and most defoding schemes, ever produced the
mustifving sights we now sec? We Iry to be logical, reasonable and
sare in our conclusions, bul we are haoaled with the possibilily, yes
even prabability, thal some diabolic power was manifesting tiself when
this city was buill.  The very atmosphere, heavy with the silence of
death and laden with the pallor of sclitude, mystery and forgolien life,
males us whisper in reverence,—rveverence for whal WAS and what
MICGHT HAVE BEEN. No revelry or mirth here and ne heart
that can help but feel that in this forsaken place God and Dcevil, happi-
ness and sorraw, [sve and hatred, power and weakness and life and
death mect vpon the border-line.

The ground before us is level, smeosth, ard in seme places aclually
cresenfing a slone surface, Ithe a@ paved streel.  On etther side rise high
BUILDINCS carved by the musterious hand itnlo the semblance of
chateaus, forls, ard cotlages. Windaws, broad and imposing, door-
ways, passages and even BALCONIES are in evidence and we cannot
help wondering af the strange sighl of an accasional stoop or arch at
some enlrances and al the finely profecling cormices of the higher
buiidings,

[V alking through ihis main streel we come o what might be called
a corner, for here we nolice a cross strecl, at exactly righl angles, and
faced on cither side by similar structures.  Furiher on we come o an
imposing structure with an enermous enlrance and we rightly name
this HOTEL DU VILLA, or City Hall; and with btlle stretch of
the Imaginalion we can piclure the silen! mystertous figures of the
forimer inhabilants of this cily walking slomly and dejectedly tnilo its

court 1o plan the diabolical work accredited to them tn the years 800
fo 1000.

Further en ne enter a CIRQUE aor circle, such as are so arfistically
built in modern cilies. We are lold that this circle, one of the smallest
in the city, s called the CIRQUE DES ROQUETTES and tha! its
fonger diameter ts 1052 feet, the shorler diameter 650 feet and the
wails 380 feet high. As we gaze upon this sight we allow our minds
te wander and think of the legend of the Brothers of the Devil who
lived here and try o picture the use they may have made of this cirgue.
Were the many men and wemen who siranpely disoppeared in . their
time brought here and put to an ignominious death? Were the fires of
postilence, plagve and suffcring kindled here, or were these brothers
parlly Fuman afler oll and here worshipped a masier of some kind?
The human mind is fickle, its paths of rcasoning are oddly branched with
bywaus of enticing illogical picturcs and when awakened and alive with
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ike subtle power of suggesiton we imagme many things; this may account
for cur sudden aversion to this cirque, for, de we nol sec in the inlerior
glovm of this arcna the frunsparent end luminous fizures of men and
wemen on bended knees begzing fur mercy and kelp? and cannol we
hear the agenizing cries of children and the silencing groan of a life
departing i agony while everywhliere we see the dwrk crimison siain of
innocent blood 2

Horror fills cur souls; we iry to rize above the povwer thal grapples
with our reason, bul we are held fasl, captive ia ithe hands of the
saine enseenn and unhnewn might that wielded the wmstrumeni which
carved the faniaslic sights surrounding us.

We turnt to the East and pass fhrough another strect unnamed bul
masmificent in s slruclures aad passages covered with arches which
darkened the unbnown interiors of the couris; for while ore may boast
of heving entered the various caverns of the Cevennes, especially those
al Roqucfort, where the fanmwus cheese 15 made, and al other places
where the enviranment may be as gloomy, still one wauld never atiempt
ant entrance to the ifnterior of these uidrmown courls and we are held,
it seerns, in iron bonds und cur feel refuse the mentel volition o trespass.

Before us we see the CIRQUE DU LAC, which s similar in
consiruction to the Cirgue just visifed, but which al one fime contained
waler. Now, however, as if to add to the forsalen, forlsrn and cheer-
fess uspect of the scene, the cirque is dry and we cannot lielp feeling that
pechaps nalure has refused to furnish to this ungedly place one of ifs
most bountiful, sustaining gifis.

Near here are several AMATS or public SQUARES and again
we stop lo gueslivn whether naiure alone constructed His village where
there are so logically arranged and altractively located these circlzs and
squares; and if further circumslantial evidence of this possibility we
need only walfp a short distance and view a perfecily propertioned
FORUM, in oulline and conlour similar to these often seen on the
coniinent.

But perhaps the most weird and suggestive view of all is that of the
BOULEVARD MONUMENT, where are localed sevenicen obelisks
or mwionumenrts, rangtng i heizld from 100 o 300 feet. They stand
af various epen spaces between the numerous castles and each is different
in shape and, apparently, designed lo express symbolicelly the inctdent
in memory of which they were erecled.  Of course, these are Wlcise
mere freaks of nature, like the trembling roch in the near locality, which
trecmbles every midnisht so vielemtly that one fears il may foll and infure
the bystander. Yet, lile the trembling rock, legend says that these
obelishs were erccfed by the Devil and his iwo brothers in memory
of the terrible plagues, wars, deaths and crimes planned and consuinmated
by them.
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As we sland here and view these sirange monuments in the lifcless
ciiy and note just oulside of its boundary line the beauliful vines, the
arbnles and hofly flourishing al the base of the majestic pines, and, rais-
ing cur eves sce the same blue sk, the same sun, and the same spotless
oraups of clouds as pass ever more cheerful and divine drellings, we
marvel ol what these strange strccls may have once been, what the
Luildings may have eontainéd and whal the inhabitants of this Village of
the Devil may have done thal God and nature in evident chagrin, sorromw
and repulsion, should have brought death, barrenncss, infamy and dis-
consolale gloom upen only one section of the world and this in the midst
of fertile regions, surrounded by wondrous beauty, God-fearing people
and progressive, aclive and religious nations.

Fassing fo the South we leave the Village by one of its main
enfrances consisting of an arch tupical of the Roman PORT and
flanked on cither side by what may be called the Village Wall. We
stand for a few minutes on a slight clevation which affords anether
gencral view of the streets and buildings and it is only al this time that
me fully realize tha! all we have secn, the remarkable structures, the
CIRQUES, arenas, forums, amphitheatres, castles, obelisks, efc., were
the result of some skrange freak of nature and that no human hand
was concerned in the smallest delail of the censiruction of the willage:
thai even the tmposing courls, the doorways and windows were made
by the action of waler, wind and other elements in ages gone by and
when all this part of the world was unfnown lo man.

Thus [ leave you, my reader, on vour way back te Monipcllicr
and the land of the Iiving. Your journcy has been safe and inferesting
and we will resi a while in Monipellier while you revien the wonders
of the sivhis vou have seen and I hasten en to my many other dulies,

I will meel you again in Monipellier shortly, and from that old
city we shall take a second journcy to another strange cily near by
and there attend a few of the Resaccrucian myslic convocafions such
as are unfnown fo ihis counlry and equalled perhaps only in Egypl
in the Temples of our Order.
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THE SUPREME MATRE EMERITUS
RAISED TO THE HIGHER REALMS

# oy Sy L

On January 21, 1918, there passed from this material plane to
the Higher Realms, the soul of our dearly beloved Supreme Matre
Emeritus, May Banks-Stacey, widow of the late Col. M. H. Stacey.

Mrs. Stacey was a divect descendant of Oliver Cromwell and an
indirect descendant of Mary Siuart and Napeleon.

She was a native of Baltimore, her father having been an eminent
jurist.  She was seventy-six years of agze at the time of her passing 1o
the beyond, and leaves a daughter and two scns, bolli of whom hold
high military positions.

Mother Stacey was a deep ctudent of mysticism. She was a
graduate physician and a graduate lawyer. She had travelled t» nearly
every foreicn land and has Leen enterlained by inre polentates than
pnssihiy any other American woman.

While journeying throuzh [ndia her attention was given to the
mystic leachings of the Hindus and these started her long caveer of
rezearch in that field.  After having lived a while and studied with many
cuilts, she finally visited Egypt and there came in contact with the Rasae-
criucian Masters.  This was a few years prior to the cowming of the
Order to America.

Mys. Stacey desired the privilege of bringing the Order’s teachings
to America and so expressed her desire, pointing to the fact that her
American parents and relatives had been amorg thoce who established
the Arst Masonic Lodeoe in Baltimore and Philadelphia and that she
was not only a member of the Eastern Star but a Daughter of the
American Revolution, Colontal Dames, ete. [t was pointed out to her,
however, that the Order could pot come t» America unt:!l the year
1915. It was further explained that when the Order did come it would
come throuch the sponsorship of France.

Mus. Siacey was given by the Maslers in Egypt a certain mystical
Jewel of the Order and several sealed papers which she was requested
to hold until such time as anolher came to her with a duplicate of one
of the seals and requested her assistance in estabhshing the Order n
America. Mis. Stacey then returned to India and after showing the
recopnition she had received at the hands of the Masters in Egypt she
was duly mitiated into our Order there and was given other papers
signied by the Supreme Council of the World.

In writing of her part in the establishment of the Order in America,
Mrs, Stacey has put upon official record in the Archives of the Supreme
Crand L.odee in New York the following statement:

“! further state that the said Jewels and INCOMPLETE
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instructions were delivered into my hands by the R. C. Masters of
India, representing the Supreme Council of the World, and that 1 was
there made an inmitiate of the Order and a Legate of the Order for
America. I alse state that the said Jewels and papers were represented
lo me as coming direct from Egypt and France, and that they were
given to me ta be formally handed to that man who should present
certain papers, documents, jewels and “‘key” in America. Such a
person having matured and being Brother H. S. Lewis, I did the duty
expected of me, fulfilled my commission and with pleawre express the
joy at seeing the work so well under way in accordance with the
prophecy made in India to me in person.

“The history of the Jewels and papers are, to my knowledge,
exactly as stated herein and as described by Mr. Lewis, our Imperator,
in the History of the Order as published in the Ofhcial Magazine.™

Mrs. Stacey retired as active Matre of the Supreme Grand Lodge
after its frst year and has since devoted her lime to deep study and
research,

She was greatly loved by all who knew her. Her kind smile
and ever cheerful disposition as well as her deep knowledge of human
nature and the trials of life c¢n this earth, made her truly a Mother
to all her “children” of the Lodge. As one of the co-founders of the
Order in America her name ever shall be cherished and we know that
in another incarnation she will take up the work which she was unable to
complete at this time.

“Rs
LY
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MARIE CORELLI SPEAKS OF
ROSICRUCIANS

Fer L-f.!.lrtkﬂf NH?EI “Lhie Yﬂun;: 5™ hflt:niiﬂlm Thear El'ln“"ltlh._’;u'

of Laght and Laie.

W53 Loy

Maric Corelli} the greal wiiler of wystie and vecalt stories, and
hilherto o ieniber of Lhe Reosaccrucian Order in ]lu|y, has written another
antensely dideresting novel 1o hee wsual weird slyle,. and again she refers
to. the Rusaccrucians and they knowledge of Fight, ypifyiug the
wanderful -divine vibrations of the cosnic forces. '

o bhe siew povel antided The Young Diana, is Jescribed as @
story relaliag an EXPERIMENT OF THE FUTURE. Like hes
cther novels, Ardath, the Soul of 1.k, Barabas, The { ife Everasting,
cte., Lhe Young Diana is replete with occult laws and evplanati ns.
N This_ wew novel s now cunng senally in the sbagasae called
“Tearats,™ published Ty the Julernational Magazine Conmpany of 119
West '4ﬂl_l_‘i.'j5|ir-‘_'t?t,_ MNew Yurk Cuy.  Fhe first instatlment was pub-
lished w the carly T918 jssues and uudoubledly the stiry will he pub-
]thd in Imr:-k form i-i.’gh:n . -

In the ustallicent o the Fébrowey 1918 maue, ol Ui magazine
appear: the following extradts regavding Vishl.  This will v ouy
rcaders some idea of the knowledie which Marie Corelli passesas and
can utthze v a very wleresting tory Tor popular reading:

Diana locked back Tor a seeond; the wicat mietal door had closed
Lehind Les; the negro attendant had disappeared; she wus shut within
this great weird chamber with Disnitrivs and that whicling Wheel! A
suclden grddiness came over hers ~<he siretchied ont her haids Lhindly
for supp ri—1tliey were instantly caught in a lem, kind craep.

“keep steady!  That's rglt™  This, as whe rallied ler Torces
aml tied to lock up.  “I%s not casy to walch any sorl of splicrical
motion witluat wanting W go with it among ‘the dancung stars.”  Fhere!
Better?™

“Indeed, yes! e so sony and ashamed T she said, "Such a
stupnd weakness ! Bul | have never scen anything hike t—....*

“No, 'm sure you have not!”  And Dinnbius released hea
hands and stosd bemde her. T give vou grvaler yelied [ owonldd 3 (]
the Wheel if 1 could—hat 1 cannot!™

“You canuot[™
“No.  Not ull the davlizhi gocs.  Then i wall grucually ceane
revolving of idf. 1 is valy a very inadequate ninanade et ion of
LN nf‘ tfltﬁ l')ivinu In}f:.tt:réth uf E[iﬂﬂli“ﬂ—---l]u_‘: [i.‘rh’."l.‘. nf I.i't{hl. whil_‘li
generates Motion, und from Wotion, Lile, Moses tonched the contral
pivol of truth In by Dook of Genesis when be weate “Fhe carlth was
e



withort {oon aurd voud: ond darkness was opon the face of the l]ﬂ?p
oA God smd, Tet theve be Lioht, And there was
Lieht? From thar ‘Taght,” the effidoenee of God's ewn  Actual
Proccnes amd Luellizoner, came the Mavement which dispelled “dark-
ez, NMoveweni, onee begun, shoped alb than which before was
without Toym® and [lFed all that haed been “veid”  Lisht 15 the positive
exhalation and pabaticn of the Divine Fastence-- the Active Personality
of an Dlerasl Ged: Taght, which enlers the soul and huilds the body
of every living ovganiems therelore Liehit 5 Life”

Diana listened (o the quint, emphatie tones of his voice in fascinated
atbenlion.

“"Light 15 Life,” he repeated, slowly.  “'Light—and the twin
potion of Liglt—Fire,  The Rosicrucians have come nearer than any
other religious sect m the world 1o the comprehension of things divine.
arkness is Chaos--not death, for there 15 ne death—but confusion,
beavilderment and blindness which gropes for a glovy instinctively {elt
but unseen.  In these latler days science has discovered the beginning
of the wonders of light: they have alwa}rﬁ existed, hat we have not
found them, 'lnving darkness vather than ligzht.”. I |y the ‘beginning
ol wonders,” for with all our advancement we have un]}r become l:]imiy
conecions of the hist vibration of the Creator's living presence, Light!
——which 15 ‘God walking in His garden’—which 15 color. sound, heat,
movemeul—all the Divine Power in efernal radial‘i_.‘n and leminance!
—this 15 Life; and in this we live-—in this we may live and renew
our lives---ay, and in this we may retain youth beyond ape! If we
only have conrage!-—couvrase and the will to learn!”
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THE SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES

The Great Seal of the United States i1s one of peculiar interest,
and therefire we feel warranted in giving more details of its design and
I‘Listnr}r than can be allotted to the Seals of the several States. Scon
after the declaration of independence, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams,
and Thomas Jeflerson were appointed a committee to prepare a greal
seal for the infant republic; and they employed a [French West Indian,
named Dy Simitiere, pot only to furnish designs, but also to sketch such
devices as were suggested by themsclves. In cne of his designs, the artist
displayed on a shield the armorial ensigns of the several nations from
whence Awmerica had been pe pled—embracing those of England, Scot.-
land, Ireland, France, Germany, and Holland. On one side was
placed Liberty with her cap, and on the other was a rifleman in uniform,
wilh his rifle in one hand and a tomahawk in the other—the dress and
weapons peculiar to America.

Fracklin proposed, f.r the device, Moses lifting his wand, and
dividing the Red Sea, and Pharcah and his hosts overwhelmed with the
waters. For a motto, the words of Cromwell, *‘Rebellion to tyrants is
obedience to God,”

Adars proposed the Choice of Hercules; the hero resting on a
club, Virlue poiating to her rugged mountain on one hand, and per-
suading him 1o ascend; and Sloth, glancing at her flowery paths of
pleasure, wantonly rechning on the ground, displaying the charms, hoth
of her eloquence and person, to seduce him into vice,

Jelferson proposed the Children of lsrael in the Wildemess, led by
a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; and, on the reverse, Hengist
and Horsa, the Saxon chiefs, from whom we claim the honor of being
descended and whose political principles and form of government we
have assumed,

Franklin and Adams then requested Jefferson to combine their
ideas in & compact description of the proposed great seal, which Le did,
and that paper, in his handwriting, is now in the office of the Secretary
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af State at Washinpton. This design consisted of a shield with six
guarterinps, parli ene, coupi two, in heroldic phrase, The frst gold,
and an enameled rose, red and white, for England; the second white,
with a Hhistle, i its proper colots, for Scotland; the third, green, with
a harp of gaold, for breland; the fourth blue, with a golden Lly-llower,
for France; the hith gold, with the imperial black eagle for Germany:
and the sixth gold, with the Belmc crowned red lion, for Hoelland.
These denoted the countries from which America had been pespled. He
proposed to place the shield within a red border, on which thera should
Le thirteen white escutcheons, binked together by a gold cham, each
bearing appropriate inftials, in black, of 1he confederated States. Sup-
porters, the Goddess cf Liberty on the right side, in a corslet of armor,
in allusion to the then stale of war, and holding the spear and cap
in her right hand, while her left supperted the shield. On the left
the Goddess of Justice, leaning on a sword in her right hand, and in
her left a balance. 1he crest, the eye of Providence in a radiant triangle,
whose glory should extend over the shicld and beyond the fgures. M:tto:
E Pluribus Unum—""Many m one.” Around the whole, “SEAL OF
THE UNItep States oF AMeErica, MDCCLXXVIL"™ For the
reverse, he propesed the device of Phareoah sitting in an open chariot.
a crown on his head and a sword in his hand, passing through the
divided waters of the Red Sea in pursait of the Israelites, Rays from
a pillar of fire m a cloud, expressive of the Divine presence and command,
beaming on Moses, who stands on the shore, and extending his hand
over the sea, causes it to overwhelm Pharoab and his followers. Motto:
**Rebellion to tyrants is cbedience to God.”

Jellerson’s device was highly approved by his coadjutors, and the
committee reported on the 10th of Aurust, 1776; but, for soms unac-
countable reason, their report was neglected, n:t having been even
placed on record; and the affair was allowed to slumber until the 24th
of March, 1779, when Messrs. Lovell, of Massachusetts, Scott, of
Virgima, and Houston, of Georgia, were appointed a committee to
make another device.,

On the [ 0th of May following they reported in favor of a seal
four inches in diameter, one side of which should be composed of a
shield with thirteen diagonal stripes, alternate red and white. Supp:rt-
ers, a warrior, holding a sword on one side, and on the other the hgure!
of Peace, bearing an olive branch. The ¢rest, a radiant constellation
of thinteen stars. Motto: Bello vel Pace—"'For War or Peace,” and
the legend, “Seal of the United States.” On the reverse, the hgure of
Liberty, seated in a chair, holding the staff and cap. Motto: Semper—
“Forever''—and underneath, MDCCELXXVI. This report was re-:
committed, and again submitted with some slight modifications (sub-
stituting the figure of an Indian with bow and arrows i his right hand -
for that of a warrior) just a year alterward; but it was not accepted,
and the matter rested untl Aprl, 1782, when Henry Middleton,
Elias Boudine and Edward Rutledge were appointed a third commit-
tee to prepare a seal. They reported on the Oth of May following,
substantially the same as the committee of 1779 and 1780: but, this
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not being satisfactory to Congress, on the {3th of Juue the whole malicr
was referred to Charles Thomson, its secretary,

He in turn procured several devices, among which was cne by
William Barton, of Philadelphia, consisting of an ezcutche:n, with a blue
border, spangled with thirteen stars. and divided in the cenire, perpen-
dicularly. by a gold bar. On each side of this division, within the
blue border, thirteen bars or stripes, alternate red and white, like the
American flag adopted on the 14th of June, 1777. QOver the gold bar
an eye sirrounded with a glery, and in the gold bar a Doric column
resting on the base of the escutche.n, having a displayed eagle on its
summit.  [he crest, & helinet of burnished gold, damasked, grated with
six bars, and surmounted by a red cap of dignity, such as dukes wear,
with 2 black lining, and a cock armed with gaffs. Supporters, on one
side the Genmus of America, with loose Auburn iresses, having on her
kead a radiant crown of gold, encircled with a EIQ_}’-L'III.IE fillet, ﬁpanglﬂd
with silver stars, and clothed in a long, loose, white garment, birdered
wilh green. From the right shoulder to the left side, a Llue scarf with
stars, the cinctures being the same as i the border. Around her waist
a purple girdle, fringed with gold, and the word VIRTUE embroidered
in wlite. Her interior hand rested on the escuicheon, and the other
beld the American standard, an the top of which a whitc dove was
pl::n:.hec[. The supporter cn the other stde was a man in COLP lete armor;
his sword-belt blue, fringed with gold; his helmet encircled with a
wreath of laurel, and cresled with one white and two blue plumes; his
left hand supporling the escutcheon, and his right holding a lance with a
blvody point. Upon an unfurled green banner was a galden harp with
silver strings, a bmniliant star, and bwo Bly-Howers, with two crossed
swords below. The two figures st-od upen a scroll, on which was the
wmotto, Deo Favente—"Wilh God's ["avor”—in allusion to the eye
of Providence in the arms. On the crest, in a scroll, was the motto,
Virtus sola Invicta—""Vistue alone is Invircible.”

Alter vainly striving to perfect a seal which shonld meet the ap-
proval of Congress, Thomson hnally received from John Adams, then in
London, an exceedingly simple and appropriate device, suggested by Sir
John Prestwich, a baronet of the West of England, who was a warm
friend of America, and an accomplished antiquarian. Et consisted cf
an escuicheon bearing thirleen perpendicular stripes, white and red,
with the chief blue, and spangled with thirteen stars; and, o give it
grealer consequence, he pmpnsed 1o place it on the breast of an Ameyi-
can eagle, displayed, without supporters, as emblematic of self-reliance.
It met with general approbation, in and out of Congress, and was
adopted in June, 1782: so 1t is manifest, although the fact is not exten-
sively known, that we are indebied for our natienal arms to a titled
aristocrat of the country with which we were thea at war. Eschewing
all heraldic technicalities, it may be thus described in plain English:
‘Tlurteen perpendicular pieces, white and red: a blue field; the escutcheon
on the breast bf the Amernican eagle displayed, proper, holding in his righs
talon an olive-branch, and in his left a bundle of thirteen arrows, all
proper, and in his beak a scroll, inscribed with the motto, £ Pluribus
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Unten. For the crest, over the head of the eagle, which appears above
the eseutcheon, a golden glory breaking throuch a cloud, preper, and
surrounding thirteen stars, forming a constellabion of white slars on a

bue Reld.

Reverse——A pyramid unliniched.  1In the zenith. an eye in a tri-
angle, surrounded with a glory, proper.  Over the eye, the words,
Apneit Coeptis—-""Ciod has favored the undertaking.” OOn the base
nf the pyramid. are the numeral R-~man I{-.ttr:rs, MDCCL}(XVI.; and
anderneath the motlo, Novus Ordo Seclorom—""A\ new Series of Acves”’
—dencting that a new order of things had commenced in the Western
hemirphere.  Thus, after many frotless efforts, for nearly six years, a
very simple seal was adopted, and yet remains the arms of the
United States.

Why did John Prestwich of England, suggest the Pyramid for
America’s seal? That is another story—and therein is the occultism
and mysticisn.

kL 'Il.l-.;l-iuﬂ“'.-'hir. 3. . -
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QULESTIONS AND ANSWERS

{}. How i the selection of a new vehicle or material hady made by the soul?

A. Accarding lo the s0ul’s staiec of evelution. 1f we grant the doctone of
the evolulicn of the sel 1o be e, we must al wnce admit certain laws associaled
wilh the process of eveluion. These laws are: the soul’s evolulion occurs threugh
expericnces mn the matepal body end out of i, duning its cycle oi mcarnatons;
the wndeveluped soul appears fizst in \he lowest form of malerial body . -the purely
snimal body; development or evolution of the soul takes the 2cul o Ei.ghm
forms of material bodier, culminahing in iacarnakions in human bodies; each
malerial bady inta whicl: the soul passes, in the process of evolutton, must necessanly
be a body or vebicle which will serve weli the requirements of Ihe soul m e
teeded cxperiences.

With the above oulline it muzl be apparent that the material body required
for the sgul’s incarmalion at any time must confarm tn the requiremenis of the
soul at that time. 1f the soul in one incaraation has Yearned well 11z lessone and
atened for s errors of expression, according 1o the law of rompensation that soul
will epter a body in s wext apcaraation which will peanit that soul ta live o
belter expression and evolve higher in ils upward unfoldment, Such a body would
have o be more perfect {physicaliy) than the previous boady of the soul, and
would have lo be a bady born in a lemily and ia an envirenment where nol
only greoter opportuniliey would be given to the soul for espressiom, bur where
cerlain fesls and toigle would came to the saul which it had not expertenced before
or which 11 required in that parficnlar incarzmalicn.

Thus & soul which had been expressing through a healthy, normal body 1w
a fomily avrd cnvironmenl wheire disease, puverty, templalion and sin wers unknown,
taay have s next incarnation 1n a budy born diseased in a family or esvironment sur-
rounded with poverly, sin, disease and every form of evil. This would bz the
korma of 1hat soul; it would iest that soul as it may never have been lested
hefore.  Flie soul may feel that it 12 heing Icsl:d-—li‘mugh this consclouspess of
tesl and trial may ol come to 1l until after sorely tried; then it will cry “"Oh God!
why am [ dested thus?™ The soul may bol undersiand, or i1 may comprehend
wili; a divine intuition and, with brave effart and admirable fortilude say: “This
 to feach me a lesson by which f will profit,” and thus the soul, patiently
suffering, ever learning and never condemning, will evolve 1a \hat 1ocarnation as w
vould evolve in mo olhier way,

That Divine Mind, that Great Conzciovanass, which sees sll, knows all and is
Just, Kond, Wise and Mighiy, selects 1he proper body far a senl about to incarnate.
There 14 na other answer unless we deny lhe very fundamenials of the law of
{hie evalution of the soul, ]l.‘i IT‘I-: Eiuhth atd Him]m D:grgﬂ of uur work yont will
learn moare of s, :

What is the differencs between the apimal swoul sod W coiscinsmess and
e human soul and s consciguzness P

A. The evolulion of the soul, as sugpested in the above answer, The purely
animal soul i the soul which is little evolved and_is learning the first principles
of refinement. Just as \he child mind must learn the alphabet befare it can reacl
angl minst leasn to discrminale 10 the crude snd gross |hings of lile before it can
discriminate in the more refined and culteied, 30 must lhe soul learn the crude
“lessans of life.

The first leszon for the scul 10 tearn is w control the passions of Life. These
in their furdamental order are: craving for foed, craving for possession regardless
of low, craving for revenge, eraving for dominaficn al any cost, craving for
pratificalion of lusthul desites, etc. These are baze and law cravinga npot ?uund
i even the Towest grade of developed humans, but common to the lower animals
who live wildly., The domesticated animal which has learned not 1o steal its {ood
bai wait until it can eal with law and order, and has also learned 1o show appreci-
alion for kindoess ehown, has o toul which has evolved higher in its cycle than
wul residing i o wild animal slways secking bleod, revenpe and prey.  Gradually
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such a soul passes {ram tha hodies of the hipher domeslicated and intellipent animals
lo the loast ir:'lv”igtni himan bodies: thase of prnpln |i'!.-'irrg h'ilt“}r in eacivilizad
conntries,  |rom thss p|msc of E"T{]Il..'.l:i.l:.l‘l 1|1c smzl rvt:hlua"}' [rosass mio IIH: hodies
of lum:ns hving in more civilired lends. W here the process will end we do na
know, and any cne who claims lo know cpesks without knewledge. We can fearn
From evolved suuls of ﬂltir pus'l-—hul I.!'Il:]" EM’E nolk, and cannol, sp:nl{ of l]‘ll: fuiurt.

(). Do human souls sver reverl lo expression in the badies of lower anmmals?

AL Some philecophies have tavght that the roul of & human may iocarnate
in the body of a dog or other lower animal in i1s next incarmation.  There s
no law for this as a rule of the process of evolulion, sxcepd in the cases where
a saul m a human lLody las permitted that body lo commil some ternble crome
wiich can be expiated or compenzaled in no other way 1han by being incarnaied
in a lower animals bedy and re-learming the [undamental lesscms of Life. The
facts bearing wpen this are zo meapre, however, that litle can be 2aid. Human
enilt have been comtraeted which remember in this ipcarnation having been in
the body of a dog or other animal for a period ar & punishmenl to [earn a leston
and seem lo remcomber the lessen. It 13 only brom IE: testimony of such honest
and {renk souls as will epeak of such incidents tham we can lramn of this law;
and the henesl angd lrank who will speak thusly are few, unforiunalely.

Q. I have read 0 much of late aboul the Girat Seal of the Umied Siates
with as Pyramid, 11 seems that ncarly every school of occullism has semething
In say reparding the cante of the Pyramud being there and 1 am amxivws 1o
kncw the truth.  [s there 2ny occeull explanation?

A, We thoroughly appreciate your desire to know the truth regarding the
(Great Seal. There has been much ado aboul rolthing, truly; yel the tranth of the
mater is inferesting and coniains enocogh of occulism o warranl 3 complele
explanation here.

See Article, “The Seal of the United States” in thies yaaue of CROMAAT.

e 2

THE NEXT I55UL

will contain a complete System of Transcendental
Geomancy, as practised by the Veiled Pmpilets of our
ancient Order, and never published before, except m,
secret Manuscripts. By it our Members will be able
to make Mysterious Divinations and Predictions regard-
ing the future, and to answer all questions pmpnunde{l

of a personal and private nature.

Other interesting features will make the next Issue

of great valie ta our Members of all Degiees.
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