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Geography

Germany has 80,5 million inhabitants. It has a surface of 357.121
km?®. Our country is divided in 16 Bundesldnder (federal states). The
capital is Berlin. The president is Joachim Gauck (photo) and the
chancellor is Angela Merkel (photo).

The 3 biggest cities are Berlin, Hamburg and Munich.

The longest river is the Rhine. Other big rivers are: Elbe, Donau,
Oder and Weser.

Bavaria is the biggest federal state of our country.

Baden-Wiirttemberg has the biggest lake of Germany: The lake
Constance.

The highest mountain is called "Zugspitze” (2902 m), it is located in
the Bavarian Alps.
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History

° 800: coronation of Charlemagne as a German emperor. He was
only 20 years old.

e 1100: foundation of cities in the Holy Roman Empire. The first
cities founded and still known today are for example: Nurnberg
and Cologne.

o 1450: Johannes Gutenberg invents the letterpress printing in
the city of Mainz.

e 1848: The revolution of Paul's Church stared.

1933-1945: Second World War and National Socialism. 1933
Adolf Hitler is elected as the Imperial Chancellor.

e 1961: Building of the Berlin Wall.

° 1990: Reunification of Germany. The people of East Germany
want more freedom.
e 1th of January 2002: Introduction of the euro. 12 states in the
European Union introduced the euro as their currency.
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e 2006: World championship of soccer in Germany with the
motto: "The world as guest by friends".









Berlin

The city of Berlin is the capital of Germany. Here you can find the
important institutions, like the Lower House of Parliament, Upper
House of parliament and the chancellor's office. In the -
emblem of the city you can see a bear, the symbol of
Berlin.

In Berlin you can also still see a part of the Berlin Wall. There are
many other museums to visit, they show this period of history
(Checkpoint Charly and DDR-Museum). Another symbol is the
television tower called "Telespargel” (tall asparagus). It is 368 m
high and the highest building of Germany.

Also the Brandenburger Tor is world-famous.

The zoo of Berlin and the castle of Charlottenburg are also very
interesting to visit.

The world-famous Currywurst (a 'bratwurst’ sausage served with
curry-flavored ketchup and curry powder) comes from Berlin.
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Baden-Wiirttemberg is one of the 16 federal states of Germany.
Facts:

- Surface: 35.371km?

- Inhabitants: about 10,7 millions

- Capital: Stuttgart

- Longest River: Rhine

- Biggest Lake: The Lake Constance

- Highest Mountain: Feldberg (1493m)

Special Food:

Maultauschen (pasta squares filled with meat or vegetables and
served in a broth). - ?R

R

Sights:

Castle and city of Ludwigsburg

Castle and city of Heidelberg

The Monkey hill of Salem

The castle of Hohenzollern

Museum of Stone Age in Steinheim

Museum Mercedes Benz
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Famous personalities

Angela Merkel (*1954): German chancellor since 2005

Joachim Gauck (*1940): German president since 2012

Albert Einstein (1879-1955): physicist

Paul Maar (*1937): writer of children's books
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749 - 1832): German Poet




Johann Friedrich von Schiller (1759 - 1805): German Poet
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Music and arts

Famous German artists

Emil Nolde (1861 - 1956)

Franz Marc (1880-1916)

Albrecht Diirrer (1471-1528)

Max Beckmann (1884-1950)




Popular music bands and singer

Die Toten Hosen (for ex. with the song .,An Tagen wie diesen")

Juli (for ex. with the song .Perfekte Welle")
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Lena: she won 2010 the Eurovision Song Contest with the song
.Satellite”













Sports

Popular sports in Germany

- Handball

- Soccer

- Tennis

- Formula One

Handball

The game Handball was developed between the 19™ and 20™ Century
from different sports with balls. This was the beginning of games
where you throw a ball into a goal. The indoor Handball for men
became an Olympic discipline in Munich in 1972. The German team is
one of the most successful Handball teams in the world.

Soccer

Soccer is today the most famous team sport in the world. It started
in Great Britain. In 1836 the first soccer association was created in
London. Many foreign famous soccer players like Franck Ribéry are
playing in German soccer clubs like Bayern Munich. The most
successful soccer club in Germany is the FC Bayern Munich.

The German National Team won 1990 the soccer World championship.
In 2006 was the world championship of soccer in Germany with the
motto: "The world as guest by friends".




Tennis

Two famous German tennis players in the 80ths and 90ths are Steffi
Graf and Boris Becker.

Formula One

The Formula One stared in 1950 and is an annual world cup. There
are 17 single races. Each of them is called "Grand prix". The most
successful racing driver in the history of Formula One is the German
Michael Schumacher. In 249 races he collected 7 world cups and won
91 single races. Furthermore he holds most records of the statistic
of Formula One.
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News (from March 2014)

Sport:

Some of the German gold medals in Sotchi for the Olympic Games:

o Felix Loch (24 years old) won the first German gold medal with
his sledge

Michael Schumacher is still in coma after his ski accident.

General:

The "Berlinade” is an important film festival in Berlin. The price is a
golden bear (symbol of Berlin).

More than 1500 people demonstrated in Berlin against the whaling
and fishing of dolphins. NP '




Questions

Wie heilfit unsere Bundeskanzlerin?
What's the name of our chancellor?
Was geschah 2006 in Deutschland?
What happened in 2006 in Germany?
Wie heiflt das Schloss in Berlin?

What's the name of the castle in Berlin?

Wie heilt der ldngste Fluss durch Baden-Wiirttemberg (und
Deutschland)?

What's the name of the longest river from Baden-
Wiirttemberg (and Germany)?

Was sieht man auf dem Bild von Franz Marc?

What do you see on the painting from Franz Marc?
Wann hat Lena den Eurovision Song Contest gewonnen?
When did Lena win the Eurovision Song Contest?

Was ist die Berlinade?

What is the "Berlinade"?
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