
Moira and the Gunman 

Type Bac Comprehension Exercise 
 

 
I. Where does the scene take place? Justify with a quotation.  

1- in Ulster   2- in Eire   3- in England 

 

II. When does the scene take place? Justify with a quotation 

 1- in the morning  2- around lunch  3- in the evening 

 

III. Who or what do the underlined words refers to?  

 1- l.1: “He came back and …”  4- l. 25: “what to do with it.” 
 2- l. 11: “than the rest of us.”  5- l. 27: “I’ll shut it for you.” 

 3- l. 12: “She turned and stared at…” 6- l. 32: “Not mine, not …” 

 

IV. The characters and their attitudes:  
 1- Pick out one sentence showing that Dillon cares for his wife.  

 2- Which 2 adjectives apply best to Moira? Justify with 1 quotation per  
word:  a- insulting  b- submissive  c- fearful  d- provocative  

e- unconcerned 

 3- The gunman is :  a- young   b- middle-aged   c- old ?  

Justify with a quotation. 

 4- True or False: Justify with a quotation from the text.  
  a- The gunman despises (méprise) Moira.  
  b- The gunman is not wearing a mask.  

 

V. Moira’s arguments: Choose the arguments really mentioned by Moira in the 
passage.  

 1- Only few Catholics would support the IRA at an election. 
2- All the paramilitary groups in Ireland swindle (extorquent) money from 

people.  
3- If they were given power, the IRA would be unable to govern the country.  

4- The IRA use children to fight against British troops.  
 

 
VI. Vocabulary: Find the translations of these words or expressions in the text. 

Indicate the line. (in the right order) 
1- Ça ne vous regarde pas  4- mon œil !   

2- fixa du regard    5- je gaspille ma salive 
3- une bande d’escrocs   6- sans cligner des yeux 

 

VII. Bonus : (ou à traiter en homework) 
 1- How do you consider Moira’s attitude? Justify in your own words (30 words) 

She is : a- courageous   b- stupid   c- heroic 

 2- How do you consider Dillon’s attitude? Justify in your own words (30 words) 
  He is : a- fearful    b- cowardly  c- cautious (prudent)



 

 
 


