
 

Some definitions: 

Manslaughter is a legal term for the killing of a 

human being, in a manner considered by law as 

less culpable than murder. 

Battery is a criminal offense involving unlawful 
physical contact, distinct from assault in that the 
contact is not necessarily violent. 

Burglary (also called breaking and entering
 
and 

sometimes housebreaking)
 
is a crime, the essence of which is illicit entry into a building 

for the purposes of committing an offense. 

Swindle: To cheat or defraud of money or property. 

Blackmail: Extortion of money or something else of value from a person by the threat of 

exposing a criminal act or discreditable information. 

Fishy: Inspiring doubt or suspicion 

Muffled: made softer or less loud or clear 

To charge: To instruct (a jury) about the law, its application, and the weighing of evidence. 

To convict: To find or prove (someone) guilty of an offense or crime, especially by the 

verdict of a court 

To sentence: to pronounce sentence on (a convicted person) in a court of law: the judge 

sentenced the murderer to life imprisonment 

Handcuffs: A restraining device consisting of a pair of strong, connected hoops that can be 

tightened and locked about the wrists and used on one or both arms of a prisoner in 

custody 

Trial: Examination of evidence and applicable law by a competent tribunal to determine 

the issue of specified charges or claims. 

Accomplice: a person who helps another in committing a crime 
 
To catch somebody red-handed: In the act of committing something wrong. 
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