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Word List 

This list will help you improve your vocabulary in your essays. Use at least between 10 to 20 items. 

Nouns Verbs Adjectives 
 

Premeditated murder 
Cold-blooded murder 
Rape (viol) – Rapist 
Self-defence 
Police officer / policeman / cop 
Police raid 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fingerprints  
Clues / evidence (preuves) 
 
Investigation 
Court house  
Trial (procès) 
Lawyer 
Witness (témoin) 
Verdict 
 
Inmate / convict  
Death sentence / Capital punishment 
Death Row 
Nightmare 
 

 

Break the law 
Commit a crime 
Rape 
Attack 
Shoot at close range 
Pull the trigger 
Be armed  
Threaten (menacer) 
Get out of control 
Protect one’s property 
Feel abandoned 
Feel trapped 
Be tortured  
Beat up (passer à tabac) 
Lack evidence 
Be suspected of 
Investigate 
Interrogate 
Put under arrest 
Plead guilty 
Confess a crime 
Be freed � 
Be convicted (of) // be sentenced (to) 
Be sent to prison 
Abolish the death sentence 
Execute 
Escape / run away (from) 

 

Legal / illegal 
Savage 
Horrible  
Bloody 
 
 
 
Desperate / hopeless 
Insane / crazy 
 
Abandoned  
Trapped  
Painful (douloureux) 
 
Unfair (injuste) 
 
 
 
 
Guilty (coupable) �  
Innocent  
 
 
 
 
Scared / frightened  

 

Useful expressions 
 

An accused person is considered innocent until proved guilty. 
There are no charges (accusation) brought against me. 
I hope the truth will come out soon.  
I’ve been sentenced to life imprisonment. 
I don’t want to finish my life behind bars.  
 

 


